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Throughout the contest for the 2008 Democratic presidential nomination, politicians and voters alike worried
that the outcome might depend on the preferences of unelected superdelegates. This concern threw into relief
the prevailing notion that—such unusually competitive cases notwithstanding—people, rather than parties,
should and do control presidential nominations. But for the past several decades, The Party Decides shows,
unelected insiders in both major parties have effectively selected candidates long before citizens reached the
ballot box.

Tracing the evolution of presidential nominations since the 1790s, this volume demonstrates how party
insiders have sought since America’s founding to control nominations as a means of getting what they want
from government. Contrary to the common view that the party reforms of the 1970s gave voters more power,
the authors contend that the most consequential contests remain the candidates’ fights for prominent
endorsements and the support of various interest groups and state party leaders. These invisible primaries
produce frontrunners long before most voters start paying attention, profoundly influencing final election
outcomes and investing parties with far more nominating power than is generally recognized.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Griego:

The book The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations Before and After Reform (Chicago Studies in
American Politics) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must
we leave the great thing like a book The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations Before and After Reform
(Chicago Studies in American Politics)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one
aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations Before and After Reform (Chicago Studies in American
Politics) has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the
enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Charles Felton:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Party Decides: Presidential
Nominations Before and After Reform (Chicago Studies in American Politics) reserve written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read
the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate
your own hunger then you still doubt The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations Before and After Reform
(Chicago Studies in American Politics) as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is
one e-book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.

Larry Artz:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations Before and After
Reform (Chicago Studies in American Politics) can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this
one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have The
Party Decides: Presidential Nominations Before and After Reform (Chicago Studies in American Politics).

Jacob Hill:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and The Party Decides: Presidential Nominations
Before and After Reform (Chicago Studies in American Politics) or even others sources were given expertise



for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book
was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their
knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Party Decides: Presidential
Nominations Before and After Reform (Chicago Studies in American Politics) to make your spare time more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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