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In a groundbreaking book that challenges many assumptions about gender and politics in the French
Revolution, Suzanne Desan offers an insightful analysis of the ways the Revolution radically redefined the
family and its internal dynamics. She shows how revolutionary politics and laws brought about a social
revolution within households and created space for thousands of French women and men to reimagine their
most intimate relationships. Families negotiated new social practices, including divorce, the reduction of
paternal authority, egalitarian inheritance for sons and daughters alike, and the granting of civil rights to
illegitimate children. Contrary to arguments that claim the Revolution bound women within a domestic
sphere, The Family on Trial maintains that the new civil laws and gender politics offered many women
unexpected opportunities to gain power, property, or independence.

The family became a political arena, a practical terrain for creating the Republic in day-to-day life. From
1789, citizens across France—sons and daughters, unhappily married spouses and illegitimate children,
pamphleteers and moralists, deputies and judges—all disputed how the family should be reformed to remake
the new France. They debated how revolutionary ideals and institutions should transform the emotional
bonds, gender dynamics, legal customs, and economic arrangements that structured the family. They asked
how to bring the principles of liberty, equality, and regeneration into the home. And as French citizens
confronted each other in the home, in court, and in print, they gradually negotiated new domestic practices
that balanced Old Regime customs with revolutionary innovations in law and culture. In a narrative that
combines national-level analysis with a case study of family contestation in Normandy, Desan explores these
struggles to bring politics into households and to envision and put into practice a new set of familial
relationships.
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From reader reviews:

Genoveva Johnson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question because just their
can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on guardería until university need this specific The Family on Trial in Revolutionary France to read.

Karen Moore:

This book untitled The Family on Trial in Revolutionary France to be one of several books which best seller
in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone.
So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Brain West:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The
Family on Trial in Revolutionary France provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Robert Higby:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Family on Trial in Revolutionary
France which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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