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Since colonial times Americans have used the militia to maintain local order during both war and peacetime.
States have intermittently created, maintained, deployed, and disbanded countless militia organizations
outside the scope of the better-known National Guard. Barry M. Stentiford tells the story of these militia
units—variously called home guards, State Guard, National Guard Reserve, and State Defense Forces.
Stentiford traces the evolution of the militia over the past century, demonstrating its transformation from an
amalgamation of state militia units into the National Guard, a reserve of the army. Ironically, the very
existence of the National Guard made the creation of other militia forces necessary during periods of war.
The home guards or State Guard were organized to fill the vacuum left when the National Guard was called
up, depriving states of an organized militia that could be mobilized for repelling invasions, suppressing riots,
controlling strikes, or guarding the waterfront. Stentiford carefully analyzes the challenges that faced the
State Guards as states sought to build their new militia with leftover men and material. He also examines the
role of the State Guard: providing relief during and after natural disasters, providing military training for
future draftees, and broadening participation in military units during wartime by giving a role to men who,
because of their age or occupation, could not join the federal forces. The State Guard gained a new
significance in the Cold War, especially as the political unpalatability of a draft and reductions in the size of
the full-time military expanded the functions of the National Guard in military policy. Today modern state
militias, born to an ancient tradition, must define a role for themselves in a society that increasingly views
them as anachronistic. They mut also compete ideologically with so-called unorganized militias for the title
of true heir to the American militia tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Nannie Hand:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of The American
Home Guard: The State Militia in the Twentieth Century (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military
History Series) book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Edward Salazar:

This The American Home Guard: The State Militia in the Twentieth Century (Williams-Ford Texas A&M
University Military History Series) tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
key reason why of this The American Home Guard: The State Militia in the Twentieth Century (Williams-
Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) can be one of many great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that possibly will
shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever
your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The American Home Guard: The State Militia in
the Twentieth Century (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Beth Ritchey:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This book The American Home Guard: The State Militia in the Twentieth Century
(Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) was filled regarding science. Spend your
free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel
when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read
a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Awilda Kell:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and The American Home Guard: The State
Militia in the Twentieth Century (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) or perhaps



others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would
like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other
book likes The American Home Guard: The State Militia in the Twentieth Century (Williams-Ford Texas
A&M University Military History Series) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book
like here.
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