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When a jazz hero dies, rumors, speculation, gossip, and legend can muddle the real cause of death.

In this book, Frederick J. Spencer conducts an inquest on how jazz greats lived and died pursuing their art.
Forensics, medical histories, death certificates, and biographies divulge the way many musical virtuosos
really died.

An essential reference source, Jazz and Death strives to correct misinformation and set the story straight.
Reviewing the medical records of such jazz icons as Scott Joplin, James Reese Europe, Bennie Moten,
Tommy Dorsey, Billie Holiday, Charlie Parker, Wardell Gray, and Ronnie Scott, the book spans decades,
styles, and causes of death.

Divided into disease categories, it covers such illnesses as ALS (Lou Gehrig's Disease), which killed Charlie
Mingus, and tuberculosis, which caused the deaths of Chick Webb, Charlie Christian, Bubber Miley, Jimmy
Blanton, and Fats Navarro. It notes the significance of dental disease in affecting a musician's embouchure
and livelihood, as happened with Joe "King" Oliver. A discussion of Art Tatum's visual impairment leads to
discoveries in the pathology of what blinded Lennie Tristano.

Heavy drinking, even during Prohibition, was the norm in the clubs of New Orleans and Kansas City and in
the ballrooms of Chicago and New York. Too often, the musical scene demanded that those who play jazz be
"jazzed."

After World War II, as heroin addiction became the hallmark of revolution, talented bebop artists suffered
long absences from the bandstand. Many did jail time, and others succumbed to the ravages of "horse."

With Jazz and Death, the causes behind the great jazz funerals may no longer be misconstrued. Its clinical
and morbidly entertaining approach creates an invaluable compendium for jazz fans and scholars alike.

Frederick J. Spencer is a professor and associate dean emeritus of the School of Medicine (Medical College
of Virginia) at Virginia Commonwealth University. He has been published in the New England Journal of
Medicine, Journal of the American Medical Association, American Journal of Public Health, and Modern
Medicine, among other publications.
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From reader reviews:

Kiley Kaufman:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Jazz and Death: Medical Profiles of Jazz Greats (American Made Music
Series) book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here
are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer regarding Jazz and Death: Medical Profiles of Jazz Greats (American Made Music
Series) content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Jazz and
Death: Medical Profiles of Jazz Greats (American Made Music Series) is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?

Charles Malone:

The book with title Jazz and Death: Medical Profiles of Jazz Greats (American Made Music Series) contains
a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular
book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read the idea anywhere you want.

Brian Smith:

Beside that Jazz and Death: Medical Profiles of Jazz Greats (American Made Music Series) in your phone, it
could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have Jazz and Death: Medical Profiles of Jazz Greats (American Made Music
Series) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Linda Justice:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Jazz and Death: Medical Profiles of Jazz
Greats (American Made Music Series) to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
skill is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like
to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the publication Jazz and Death: Medical Profiles of Jazz Greats



(American Made Music Series) can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of these time.
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