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Disheartened by the shrink-wrapped, Styrofoam-packed state of contemporary supermarket fruits and
vegetables, many shoppers hark back to a more innocent time, to visions of succulent red tomatoes plucked
straight from the vine, gleaming orange carrots pulled from loamy brown soil, swirling heads of green lettuce
basking in the sun.

With Hybrid, Noel Kingsbury reveals that even those imaginary perfect foods are themselves far from
anything that could properly be called natural; rather, they represent the end of a millennia-long history of
selective breeding and hybridization. Starting his story at the birth of agriculture, Kingsbury traces the
history of human attempts to make plants more reliable, productive, and nutritious—a story that owes as
much to accident and error as to innovation and experiment. Drawing on historical and scientific accounts, as
well as a rich trove of anecdotes, Kingsbury shows how scientists, amateur breeders, and countless
anonymous farmers and gardeners slowly caused the evolutionary pressures of nature to be supplanted by
those of human needs—and thus led us from sparse wild grasses to succulent corn cobs, and from mealy,
white wild carrots to the juicy vegetables we enjoy today. At the same time, Kingsbury reminds us that
contemporary controversies over the Green Revolution and genetically modified crops are not new; plant
breeding has always had a political dimension.

A powerful reminder of the complicated and ever-evolving relationship between humans and the natural
world, Hybrid will give readers a thoughtful new perspective on—and a renewed appreciation of—the cereal
crops, vegetables, fruits, and flowers that are central to our way of life.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Garcia:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Hybrid: The History and Science of Plant Breeding.

John King:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Hybrid: The History and Science of Plant
Breeding. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or
other social media.

Howard Foster:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new details. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Hybrid: The History and Science of Plant Breeding, you may tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Timothy Quintero:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can
know everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet.
Every year seemed to be exactly added. This guide Hybrid: The History and Science of Plant Breeding was
filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you
can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.
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