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American Civil War–era art critics James Jackson Jarves, Clarence Cook, and William J. Stillman classified
styles and defined art in terms that have become fundamental to our modern periodization of the art of the
nineteenth century. In Critical Shift, Karen Georgi rereads many of their well-known texts, finding certain
key discrepancies between their words and our historiography that point to unrecognized narrative desires.
The book also studies ruptures and revolutionary breaks between “old” and “new” art, as well as the issue of
the morality of “true” art. Georgi asserts that these concepts and their sometimes loaded expression were part
of larger rhetorical structures that gainsay the uses to which the key terms have been put in modern
historiography.

It has been more than fifty years since a book has been devoted to analyzing the careers of these three critics,
and never before has their role in the historiography and periodization of American art been analyzed. The
conclusions drawn from this close rereading of well-known texts challenge the fundamental nature of
“historical context” in American art history.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Kraus:

With other case, little folks like to read book Critical Shift: Rereading Jarves, Cook, Stillman, and the
Narratives of Nineteenth-Century American Art. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book Critical Shift: Rereading Jarves, Cook,
Stillman, and the Narratives of Nineteenth-Century American Art. You can add information and of course
you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From
your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Marlon Taylor:

The book Critical Shift: Rereading Jarves, Cook, Stillman, and the Narratives of Nineteenth-Century
American Art can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the
best thing like a book Critical Shift: Rereading Jarves, Cook, Stillman, and the Narratives of Nineteenth-
Century American Art? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book
can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Critical Shift: Rereading Jarves, Cook, Stillman, and the Narratives of Nineteenth-Century American Art has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Daniel Hanson:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day
to reading a book. The book Critical Shift: Rereading Jarves, Cook, Stillman, and the Narratives of
Nineteenth-Century American Art it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this
book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book
you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The
price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Isabel Martin:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Critical Shift: Rereading Jarves, Cook, Stillman, and



the Narratives of Nineteenth-Century American Art or perhaps others sources were given understanding for
you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Critical Shift: Rereading Jarves, Cook, Stillman, and
the Narratives of Nineteenth-Century American Art to make your spare time much more colorful. Many
types of book like here.
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