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American fighting men had never seen the likes of it before. The great battle of the Meuse-Argonne was the
costliest conflict in American history, with 26,000 men killed and tens of thousands wounded. Involving 1.2
million American troops over 47 days, it ended on November 11-what we now know as Armistice Day-and
brought an end to World War I, but at a great price. Distinguished historian Robert Ferrell now looks back at
this monumental struggle to create the definitive study of the battle-and to determine just what made it so
deadly. Ferrell reexamines factors in the war that many historians have chosen to disregard. He points first to
the failure of the Wilson administration to mobilize the country for war. American industry had not been
prepared to produce the weaponry or transport ships needed by our military, and the War Department-with
outmoded concepts of battle shaped by the Spanish-American War-shared equal blame in failing to train
American soldiers for a radically new type of warfare. Once in France, undertrained American doughboys
were forced to learn how to conduct mobile warfare through bloody experience. Ferrell assesses the soldiers'
lack of skill in the use of artillery, the absence of tactics for taking on enemy machine gun nests, and the
reluctance of American officers to use poison gas-even though by 1918 it had become a staple of warfare. In
all of these areas, the German army held the upper hand. Ferrell relates how, during the last days of the
Meuse-Argonne, the American divisions had finally learned up-to-date tactics, and their final attack on
November 1 is now seen as a triumph of military art. Yet even as the armistice was being negotiated, some
American officers-many of whom had never before commanded men in battle-continued to spur their troops
on, wasting more lives in an attempt to take new ground mere hours before the settlement. Besides the U.S.
shortcomings in mobilization and tactics, Ferrell points to the greatest failure of all: the failure to learn from
the experience, as after the armistice the U.S. Army retreated to its prewar mindset. Enhanced by more than
four dozen maps and photographs, America's Deadliest Battle is a riveting revisit to the forests of France that
reminds us of the costs of World War I-and of the shadow that it cast on the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Curry:

The event that you get from America's Deadliest Battle: Meuse-Argonne, 1918 (Modern War Studies) will
be the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but America's Deadliest Battle: Meuse-
Argonne, 1918 (Modern War Studies) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of
this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy
to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this kind of America's Deadliest Battle: Meuse-Argonne, 1918 (Modern War
Studies) instantly.

Sharon Rowe:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love America's Deadliest Battle: Meuse-
Argonne, 1918 (Modern War Studies), you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want
to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its referred to as reading friends.

Richard Valadez:

Beside that America's Deadliest Battle: Meuse-Argonne, 1918 (Modern War Studies) in your phone, it might
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have America's Deadliest Battle: Meuse-Argonne, 1918 (Modern War
Studies) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely
get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option
here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the
item? Find this book in addition to read it from today!

Michele Stoney:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It
is called of book America's Deadliest Battle: Meuse-Argonne, 1918 (Modern War Studies). You'll be able to
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to



other place.
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