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In 2013, the release of the critically acclaimed Twelve Years a Slave once again shined the spotlight on
slave narratives, and while his had toiled in relative obscurity since the late 19th century, the movie’s
depiction of Solomon Northup’s slave narrative pushed him front and center yet again. Northup’s life
was quite unique because he was born a free African-American in the state of New York, and he spent the
first 33 years of his life living as a free man there. However, in 1841, he was tricked into traveling to
Washington, DC with the promise of employment as a violinist, only to be subsequently sold into slavery
and forced to work as a slave on a plantation in Louisiana.

For 12 years, he endured the plight of being a slave, so when he gained his freedom in 1853, he was
well-positioned to write an account that poignantly described the barbaric system of slavery in the
Deep South. Northup’s narrative about being a slave for 12 years was popular upon its release in 1853,
which coincided with the release of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, and it came to have an important place in the
slave literature of the antebellum period, where accounts such as Northup’s helped opened the eyes of
northerners to the experiences of slavery. Perhaps not surprisingly, as was the case with Frederick Douglass’
work, Southerners alleged that Northup didn’t actually write the book, or that the entire narrative was made
up. However, historians by and large have accepted the narrative’s authenticity, and they have even relied on
Northup’s description of certain sites to try to unearth ruins and relics of the past. 
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Bagwell:

The book Twelve Years a Slave: Narrative of Solomon Northup give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a
book Twelve Years a Slave: Narrative of Solomon Northup to get your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able
to know everything if you like available and read a publication Twelve Years a Slave: Narrative of Solomon
Northup. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this guide?

Toby Lowry:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be
study. Twelve Years a Slave: Narrative of Solomon Northup can be your answer as it can be read by an
individual who have those short spare time problems.

Nicholas Ko:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is Twelve Years a Slave: Narrative of Solomon Northup this guide consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown
up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Gerard Norman:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Twelve Years a Slave: Narrative of
Solomon Northup to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle
the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
learn it. Beside that the guide Twelve Years a Slave: Narrative of Solomon Northup can to be your brand
new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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