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Abused dogs, prisoners tortured in Guantánamo and supermax facilities, or slaves killed by the state--all are
deprived of personhood through legal acts. Such deprivations have recurred throughout history, and the law
sustains these terrors and banishments even as it upholds the civil order. Examining such troubling cases,
The Law Is a White Dog tackles key societal questions: How does the law construct our identities? How do
its rules and sanctions make or unmake persons? And how do the supposedly rational claims of the law
define marginal entities, both natural and supernatural, including ghosts, dogs, slaves, terrorist suspects, and
felons? Reading the language, allusions, and symbols of legal discourse, and bridging distinctions between
the human and nonhuman, Colin Dayan looks at how the law disfigures individuals and animals, and how
slavery, punishment, and torture create unforeseen effects in our daily lives.

Moving seamlessly across genres and disciplines, Dayan considers legal practices and spiritual beliefs from
medieval England, the North American colonies, and the Caribbean that have survived in our legal discourse,
and she explores the civil deaths of felons and slaves through lawful repression. Tracing the legacy of
slavery in the United States in the structures of the contemporary American prison system and in the
administrative detention of ghostly supermax facilities, she also demonstrates how contemporary
jurisprudence regarding cruel and unusual punishment prepared the way for abuses in Abu Ghraib and
Guantánamo.

Using conventional historical and legal sources to answer unconventional questions, The Law Is a White Dog
illuminates stark truths about civil society's ability to marginalize, exclude, and dehumanize.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Amundson:

The book untitled The Law Is a White Dog: How Legal Rituals Make and Unmake Persons contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written
by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it.
Have a nice study.

Errol Sawyer:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This The Law Is a White Dog: How Legal
Rituals Make and Unmake Persons is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train
as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically
the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Kurtis Henry:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of
book The Law Is a White Dog: How Legal Rituals Make and Unmake Persons. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier
to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other
place.

Virginia Laird:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that filled
update of news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just looking for the The Law Is a White Dog: How Legal Rituals Make and Unmake Persons when you
needed it?
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