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The ring shout is the oldest known African American performance tradition surviving on the North American
continent. Performed for the purpose of religious worship, this fusion of dance, song, and percussion
survives today in the Bolton Community of McIntosh County, Georgia. Incorporating oral history, first-
person accounts, musical transcriptions, photographs, and drawings, Shout Because You're Free documents a
group of performers known as the McIntosh County Shouters.

Derived from African practices, the ring shout combines call-and-response singing, the percussion of a stick
or broom on a wood floor, and hand-clapping and foot-tapping. First described in depth by outside observers
on the sea islands of South Carolina and Georgia during the Civil War, the ring shout was presumed to have
died out in active practice until 1980, when the shouters in the Bolton community first came to the public's
attention.

Shout Because You're Free is the result of sixteen years of research and fieldwork by Art and Margo
Rosenbaum, authors of Folk Visions and Voices. The book includes descriptions of present-day community
shouts, a chapter on the history of the shout's African origins, the recollections of early outside observers,
and later folklorists' comments. In addition, the tunes and texts of twenty-five shout songs performed by the
McIntosh County Shouters are transcribed by ethnomusicologist Johann S. Buis.Shout Because You're Free
is a fascinating look at a unique living tradition that demonstrates ties to Africa, slavery, and Emancipation
while interweaving these influences with worship and oneness with the spirit.
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From reader reviews:

Victoria Schwan:

This Shout Because You're Free: The African American Ring Shout Tradition in Coastal Georgia (Sarah
Mills Hodge Fund Publication) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you
will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Shout
Because You're Free: The African American Ring Shout Tradition in Coastal Georgia (Sarah Mills Hodge
Fund Publication) without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry Shout Because You're Free: The African American Ring Shout Tradition in Coastal
Georgia (Sarah Mills Hodge Fund Publication) can bring once you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Shout
Because You're Free: The African American Ring Shout Tradition in Coastal Georgia (Sarah Mills Hodge
Fund Publication) having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Doug Herring:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book you
can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Shout
Because You're Free: The African American Ring Shout Tradition in Coastal Georgia (Sarah Mills Hodge
Fund Publication) provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Alice Navarro:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. By book Shout Because You're Free: The African American Ring Shout Tradition in Coastal
Georgia (Sarah Mills Hodge Fund Publication) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Shout Because You're Free:
The African American Ring Shout Tradition in Coastal Georgia (Sarah Mills Hodge Fund Publication). You
can more inviting than now.

Lashunda McCloud:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and



information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that filled
update of news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just seeking the Shout Because You're Free: The African American Ring Shout Tradition in Coastal
Georgia (Sarah Mills Hodge Fund Publication) when you desired it?
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