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Romeo and Juliet is a tragedy written early in the career of playwright William Shakespeare about two young
star - crossed lovers whose deaths ultimately unite their feuding families. It is among Shakespeare's most
popular archetypal stories of young, teenage lovers.
Romeo and Juliet belongs to a tradition of tragic romances stretching back to antiquity. Its plot is based on an
Italian tale, translated into verse as The Tragical History of Romeus and Juliet by Arthur Brooke in 1562 and
retold in prose in Palace of Pleasure by William Painter in 1582. Shakespeare borrowed heavily from both
but, to expand the plot, developed supporting characters, particularly Mercutio and Paris. Believed written
between 1591 and 1595, the play was first published in a quarto version in 1597. This text was of poor
quality, and later editions corrected it, bringing it more in line with Shakespeare's original.
Shakespeare's use of dramatic structure, especially effects such as switching between comedy and tragedy to
heighten tension, his expansion of minor characters, and his use of sub - plots to embellish the story, has
been praised as an early sign of his dramatic skill. The play ascribes different poetic forms to different
characters, sometimes changing the form as the character develops. Romeo, for example, grows more adept
at the sonnet over the course of the play.
Romeo and Juliet has been adapted numerous times for stage, film, musical and opera. During the
Restoration, it was revived and heavily revised by William Davenant. David Garrick's 18th - century version
also modified several scenes, removing material then considered indecent, and Georg Benda's operatic
adaptation omitted much of the action and added a happy ending. Performances in the 19th century,
including Charlotte Cushman's, restored the original text, and focused on greater realism. John Gielgud's
1935 version kept very close to Shakespeare's text, and used Elizabethan costumes and staging to enhance
the drama. In the 20th century the play has been adapted in versions as diverse as MGM's comparatively
faithful 1936 film, the 1950s stage musical West Side Story, and 1996's MTV - inspired Romeo + Juliet and
Carlo Carlei's 2013 version.
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From reader reviews:

Corene Albert:

The e-book with title Romeo and Juliet - [Shakespearean tragedies] [Annotated & Special Illustrated Edition]
[Free Audio Links] posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read
this book. This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of
the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of
book will bring you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart
phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Ross Adams:

Romeo and Juliet - [Shakespearean tragedies] [Annotated & Special Illustrated Edition] [Free Audio Links]
can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word
into delight arrangement in writing Romeo and Juliet - [Shakespearean tragedies] [Annotated & Special
Illustrated Edition] [Free Audio Links] however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

John Bledsoe:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Romeo and Juliet - [Shakespearean
tragedies] [Annotated & Special Illustrated Edition] [Free Audio Links] guide written by well-known writer
who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still uncertainty Romeo and Juliet - [Shakespearean tragedies] [Annotated & Special
Illustrated Edition] [Free Audio Links] as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is
one book that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense
to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Gina Reiter:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Romeo
and Juliet - [Shakespearean tragedies] [Annotated & Special Illustrated Edition] [Free Audio Links] will give



you a new experience in reading through a book.
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