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The Friday Masowe apostolics of Zimbabwe refer to themselves as “the Christians who don’t read the
Bible.” They claim they do not need the Bible because they receive the Word of God “live and direct” from
the Holy Spirit. In this insightful and sensitive historical ethnography, Matthew Engelke documents how this
rejection of scripture speaks to longstanding concerns within Christianity over mediation and authority. The
Bible, of course, has been a key medium through which Christians have recognized God’s presence. But the
apostolics perceive scripture as an unnecessary, even dangerous, mediator. For them, the materiality of the
Bible marks a distance from the divine and prohibits the realization of a live and direct faith.

Situating the Masowe case within a broad comparative framework, Engelke shows how their rejection of
textual authority poses a problem of presence—which is to say, how the religious subject defines, and claims
to construct, a relationship with the spiritual world through the semiotic potentials of language, actions, and
objects. Written in a lively and accessible style, A Problem of Presence makes important contributions to the
anthropology of Christianity, the history of religions in Africa, semiotics, and material culture studies.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly McClendon:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for us. The book A Problem of Presence: Beyond Scripture in an African Church
(The Anthropology of Christianity) ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book A Problem of Presence:
Beyond Scripture in an African Church (The Anthropology of Christianity) is not only giving you more new
information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read
your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book A Problem of Presence: Beyond Scripture in an
African Church (The Anthropology of Christianity). You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read
some books.

Andrew Joy:

The guide with title A Problem of Presence: Beyond Scripture in an African Church (The Anthropology of
Christianity) has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That
book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific
book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart
phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Edward Orr:

You can spend your free time to study this book this guide. This A Problem of Presence: Beyond Scripture in
an African Church (The Anthropology of Christianity) is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you
can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Elizabeth Rivera:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of
book A Problem of Presence: Beyond Scripture in an African Church (The Anthropology of Christianity).
You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make
a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
place to other place.
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