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The Recursive Mind challenges the commonly held notion that language is what makes us uniquely human.
In this compelling book, Michael Corballis argues that what distinguishes us in the animal kingdom is our
capacity for recursion: the ability to embed our thoughts within other thoughts. "I think, therefore I am," is an
example of recursive thought, because the thinker has inserted himself into his thought. Recursion enables us
to conceive of our own minds and the minds of others. It also gives us the power of mental "time travel"--the
ability to insert past experiences, or imagined future ones, into present consciousness.

Drawing on neuroscience, psychology, animal behavior, anthropology, and archaeology, Corballis
demonstrates how these recursive structures led to the emergence of language and speech, which ultimately
enabled us to share our thoughts, plan with others, and reshape our environment to better reflect our creative
imaginations. He shows how the recursive mind was critical to survival in the harsh conditions of the
Pleistocene epoch, and how it evolved to foster social cohesion. He traces how language itself adapted to
recursive thinking, first through manual gestures, then later, with the emergence of Homo sapiens, vocally.
Toolmaking and manufacture arose, and the application of recursive principles to these activities in turn led
to the complexities of human civilization, the extinction of fellow large-brained hominins like the
Neandertals, and our species' supremacy over the physical world.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Beltran:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important normally. The book The Recursive Mind: The Origins of Human
Language, Thought, and Civilization had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course
you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve The Recursive Mind: The Origins
of Human Language, Thought, and Civilization is not only giving you considerably more new information
but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship with the book The Recursive Mind: The Origins of Human Language,
Thought, and Civilization. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Jennifer Fields:

The reserve with title The Recursive Mind: The Origins of Human Language, Thought, and Civilization has
lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era
of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Jerome Chisolm:

Why? Because this The Recursive Mind: The Origins of Human Language, Thought, and Civilization is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your talent and
your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to
the reserve store hurriedly.

Donald Lee:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This reserve The Recursive Mind: The Origins of Human Language, Thought, and
Civilization was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit
from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
which you wanted.
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