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In the sixteenth century, the vast and sophisticated empire of China lay almost entirely unknown to Western
travellers. As global trade expanded, this land of reputedly boundless wealth, pale-faced women, and
indecipherable tongues began to feed the fantasies of European merchants and adventurers. The Catholic
Church, meanwhile, saw in this great people millions of souls who would be damned unless the Christian
message could be brought to them. In this book, Mary Laven tells the extraordinary story of the first Jesuit
mission to China. Confronting enormous challenges, the Italian priest Matteo Ricci and a tiny handful of
learned companions gained permission from the notoriously xenophobic Wanli emperor to settle in the
fabled Forbidden City. Living among eunuchs and mandarins, wearing the clothes of Confucian scholars,
Ricci and his associates strove to master the language and culture of their hosts. At the same time, they
energetically preached the virtues of Western art and science. In "Mission to China" Mary Laven brings this
remote world vividly to life.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Tapia:

The book Mission to China: Matteo Ricci and the Jesuit Encounter with the East can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very
important thing like a book Mission to China: Matteo Ricci and the Jesuit Encounter with the East? A
number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It
is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Mission to China: Matteo Ricci and the Jesuit
Encounter with the East has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
search the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Mundo:

This book untitled Mission to China: Matteo Ricci and the Jesuit Encounter with the East to be one of several
books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book
in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Russell Carson:

The particular book Mission to China: Matteo Ricci and the Jesuit Encounter with the East will bring you to
the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Mission to China: Matteo Ricci
and the Jesuit Encounter with the East is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Robert Hansen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Mission to China:
Matteo Ricci and the Jesuit Encounter with the East.
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