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Dunbar High School in Washington, DC, defied the odds and, in the process, changed America. In the

first half of the twentieth century, Dunbar was an academically elite public school, despite being racially

segregated by law and existing at the mercy of racist congressmen who held the school’s purse strings. These

enormous challenges did not stop the local community from rallying for the cause of educating its children.

Dunbar attracted an extraordinary faculty: one early principal was the first black graduate of

Harvard, almost all the teachers had graduate degrees, and several earned PhDs—all extraordinary

achievements given the Jim Crow laws of the times. Over the school’s first eighty years, these teachers

developed generations of highly educated, high-achieving African Americans, groundbreakers that included

the first black member of a presidential cabinet, the first black graduate of the US Naval Academy, the first

black army general, the creator of the modern blood bank, the first black state attorney general, the legal

mastermind behind school desegregation, and hundreds of educators.

By the 1950s, Dunbar High School was sending 80 percent of its students to college. Today, as with

too many troubled urban public schools, the majority of Dunbar students struggle with reading and math.

Journalist and author Alison Stewart, whose parents were both Dunbar graduates, tells the story of the

school’s rise, fall, and path toward resurgence as it looks to reopen its new, state-of-the-art campus in the fall

of 2013.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Mathis:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this First Class: The
Legacy of Dunbar, America’s First Black Public High School, it is possible to tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Anna Sanders:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading
a reserve. The book First Class: The Legacy of Dunbar, America’s First Black Public High School it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading
this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You
can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides
high quality.

Stephanie Landa:

This First Class: The Legacy of Dunbar, America’s First Black Public High School is great guide for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can say
no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having First Class: The Legacy of Dunbar, America’s First Black Public High School in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you
world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book.
Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Roberta Anglin:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you



can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like First Class: The Legacy of
Dunbar, America’s First Black Public High School which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's see.
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