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Authoring the Past surveys medieval Catalan historiography, shedding light on the emergence and evolution
of historical writing and autobiography in the Middle Ages, on questions of authority and authorship, and on
the links between history and politics during the period. Jaume Aurell examines texts from the late twelfth to
the late fourteenth century—including the Latin Gesta comitum Barcinonensium and four texts in medieval
Catalan: James I’s Llibre dels fets, the Crònica of Bernat Desclot, the Crònica of Ramon Muntaner, and the
Crònica of Peter the Ceremonious—and outlines the different motivations for the writing of each. 

For Aurell, these chronicles are not mere archaeological artifacts but rather documents that speak to their
writers’ specific contemporary social and political purposes. He argues that these Catalonian counts and
Aragonese kings were attempting to use their role as authors to legitimize their monarchical status, their
growing political and economic power, and their aggressive expansionist policies in the Mediterranean. By
analyzing these texts alongside one another, Aurell demonstrates the shifting contexts in which chronicles
were conceived, written, and read throughout the Middle Ages.

The first study of its kind to make medieval Catalonian writings available to English-speaking audiences,
Authoring the Past will be of interest to scholars of history and comparative literature, students of Hispanic
and Romance medieval studies, and medievalists who study the chronicle tradition in other languages.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Martin:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this
Authoring the Past: History, Autobiography, and Politics in Medieval Catalonia.

Ruth McGrath:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Authoring the Past: History, Autobiography, and Politics in
Medieval Catalonia can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

James Benavidez:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Authoring the Past: History, Autobiography,
and Politics in Medieval Catalonia, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its referred to as reading friends.

Brent Campbell:

Beside this specific Authoring the Past: History, Autobiography, and Politics in Medieval Catalonia in your
phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Authoring the Past: History,
Autobiography, and Politics in Medieval Catalonia because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like



treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from now!
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