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"Black is Beautiful!" The words were the exuberant rallying cry of a generation of black women who threw
away their straightening combs and adopted a proud new style they called the Afro. The Afro, as worn most
famously by Angela Davis, became a veritable icon of the Sixties.

Although the new beauty standards seemed to arise overnight, they actually had deep roots within black
communities. Tracing her story to 1891, when a black newspaper launched a contest to find the most
beautiful woman of the race, Maxine Leeds Craig documents how black women have negotiated the
intersection of race, class, politics, and personal appearance in their lives. Craig takes the reader from beauty
parlors in the 1940s to late night political meetings in the 1960s to demonstrate the powerful influence of
social movements on the experience of daily life. With sources ranging from oral histories of Civil Rights
and Black Power Movement activists and men and women who stood on the sidelines to black popular
magazines and the black movement press, Ain't I a Beauty Queen? will fascinate those interested in beauty
culture, gender, class, and the dynamics of race and social movements.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Colburn:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Ain't I a Beauty Queen?: Black Women,
Beauty, and the Politics of Race will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
suitable book with you?

Stephen Stovall:

This Ain't I a Beauty Queen?: Black Women, Beauty, and the Politics of Race are usually reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Ain't I a Beauty Queen?: Black Women,
Beauty, and the Politics of Race can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than
just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Ain't I a Beauty Queen?: Black Women, Beauty, and
the Politics of Race giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Ernesto Harrell:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Ain't I a Beauty Queen?: Black Women, Beauty, and the Politics of Race your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end
up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The Ain't I a Beauty Queen?: Black
Women, Beauty, and the Politics of Race giving you an additional experience more than blown away the
mind but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Dora Mohammed:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be study. Ain't I a Beauty Queen?: Black Women, Beauty, and the Politics of Race can be your answer
because it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.
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