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Tool-making or culture, language or religious belief: ever since Darwin, thinkers have struggled to identify
what fundamentally differentiates human beings from other animals. In this much-anticipated book, Michael
Tomasello weaves his twenty years of comparative studies of humans and great apes into a compelling
argument that cooperative social interaction is the key to our cognitive uniqueness. Once our ancestors
learned to put their heads together with others to pursue shared goals, humankind was on an evolutionary
path all its own.

Tomasello argues that our prehuman ancestors, like today's great apes, were social beings who could solve
problems by thinking. But they were almost entirely competitive, aiming only at their individual goals. As
ecological changes forced them into more cooperative living arrangements, early humans had to coordinate
their actions and communicate their thoughts with collaborative partners. Tomasello's "shared intentionality
hypothesis" captures how these more socially complex forms of life led to more conceptually complex forms
of thinking. In order to survive, humans had to learn to see the world from multiple social perspectives, to
draw socially recursive inferences, and to monitor their own thinking via the normative standards of the
group. Even language and culture arose from the preexisting need to work together. What differentiates us
most from other great apes, Tomasello proposes, are the new forms of thinking engendered by our new forms
of collaborative and communicative interaction.

A Natural History of Human Thinking is the most detailed scientific analysis to date of the connection
between human sociality and cognition.
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From reader reviews:

Julianna Pepper:

The book A Natural History of Human Thinking make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book A Natural History of Human
Thinking for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a
reserve A Natural History of Human Thinking. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Pete Plaisance:

Here thing why that A Natural History of Human Thinking are different and reliable to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. A Natural History of Human Thinking giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with A Natural
History of Human Thinking. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the
thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties
in bringing the paper book maybe the form of A Natural History of Human Thinking in e-book can be your
alternative.

John McGinnis:

Beside this kind of A Natural History of Human Thinking in your phone, it could give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have A Natural History of Human Thinking because this book offers for you readable information.
Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Lily Terry:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book A Natural History of Human Thinking was multi-
colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book A Natural History of Human Thinking
has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you
can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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