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The United States registered phenomenal economic growth between the establishment of the new republic
and the end of the Civil War. Ross Thomson's fresh study accounts for the unprecedented technological
innovations that helped propel antebellum growth.

Thomson argues that the transition of the United States from an agrarian economy in 1790 to an industrial
leader in 1865 relied fundamentally on the spread of technological knowledge within and across industries.
Essential to this spread was a dense web of knowledge-diffusing institutions?new occupations and industries,
the patent office, machine shops, mechanics’ associations, scientific societies, public colleges, and the civil
engineering profession. Together they composed an integrated innovation system that generated,
disseminated, and employed new technical knowledge across ever-widening ranges of the economy.

To trace technological change in fourteen major industries and the economy as a whole, Thomson analyzes
14,000 patents, the records of two dozen machinery firms, census data for 1,800 companies, and hundreds of
business directories. This exhaustive research leads to his interesting interpretation of technological diffusion
and development. Thomson's impressive study of the infrastructure that fueled and supported the young
country’s economic and industrial successes will interest students of economic, technological, and business
history.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Harman:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Structures of Change in the Mechanical Age:
Technological Innovation in the United States, 1790-1865 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of
Technology). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important the book Structures of Change in the Mechanical Age: Technological Innovation in the United
States, 1790-1865 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology). You can add know-how and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you
are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You
can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Nancy Nault:

The book Structures of Change in the Mechanical Age: Technological Innovation in the United States, 1790-
1865 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) will bring one to the new experience of reading a
new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just
read, this book very suited to you. The book Structures of Change in the Mechanical Age: Technological
Innovation in the United States, 1790-1865 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read
the book.

Mamie Crossett:

The book untitled Structures of Change in the Mechanical Age: Technological Innovation in the United
States, 1790-1865 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) contain a lot of information on this.
The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The
author will take you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice
read.

Terrance Pitt:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Structures of Change in the
Mechanical Age: Technological Innovation in the United States, 1790-1865 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the



History of Technology) as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science
guide, any other book likes Structures of Change in the Mechanical Age: Technological Innovation in the
United States, 1790-1865 (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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