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How do Americans cope with death? Do our feelings about dying influence the way we live? How are our
ideas of death different from those of our ancestors?

These questions and others are addressed in this innovative new book -- a comprehensive, interdisciplinary
approach to the processes, practices, and experiences concerning death and dying in the United States.
Drawing on sociology and psychology as well as history and literature, John S. Stephenson surveys the range
of individual and social responses to death -- from our very conception of its meaning to the complex ethical
dilemmas surrounding suicide and euthanasia.

Stephenson synthesizes a theoretical perspective of death from the contributions of such important thinkers
as Freud, Jung, Ernest Becker, and Robert Jay Lifton. He reviews the evolution of American attitudes and
behaviors toward death -- from the Puritan era to the present, and charts the significance of such
organizations for the dying as hospitals, hospices, and nursing homes. Bereavement as both personal reaction
(grief) and social convention (mourning) is also discussed, asis the denial of death as a coping mechanism
for individuals and institutions alike.

In hisfinal chapters, Stephenson analyzes the ceremonies of death (including gravestones as social
indicators) and provides a psychosocia overview of suicide as afinal, desperate attempt to assert control. He
concludes by exploring the implications of euthanasia at a time when technology can extend life dramatically
but is not always capable of assuring its quality.

Throughout, authentic case examples -- many drawn from Stephenson's own clinical work -- illustrate the
multi-faceted imagery and experiences that comprise the American way of death.

Stephenson's book will be welcomed by sociologists, psychologists, social workers, religious leaders, nurses,
and others concerned with caring for the dying and the bereaved. It is a brilliant and elegantly written work
that crosses disciplinary boundaries to provide a valuable synthesis of existing knowledge and offer
educators and professionals a firm foundation for teaching, practice, and research.
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From reader reviews:
Helen Mota:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into alife style. Thisreading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy
read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Death, Grief, and Mourning
iskind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Jennifer Chambers:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which isin the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Death, Grief, and Mourning as your daily resource
information.

Lorraine Paidey:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Death, Grief, and Mourning, you can enjoy both. It
is great combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh can occur its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Donald Barber:

Y ou can find this Death, Grief, and Mourning by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it
may to be your solve troubleif you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not
only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let'stry to choose proper ways for you.
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