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In this sixth volume of The History of Middle-earth the story reaches The Lord of the Rings. In The Return
of the Shadow (an abandoned title for the first volume) Christopher Tolkien describes, with full citation of
the earliest notes, outline plans, and narrative drafts, the intricate evolution of The Fellowship of the Ring
and the gradual emergence of the conceptions that transformed what J.R.R. Tolkien for long believed would
be a far shorter book, 'a sequel to The Hobbit'. The enlargement of Bilbo's 'magic ring' into the supremely
potent and dangerous Ruling Ring of the Dark Lord is traced and the precise moment is seen when, in an
astonishing and unforeseen leap in the earliest narrative, a Black Rider first rode into the Shire, his
significance still unknown. The character of the hobbit called Trotter (afterwards Strider or Aragorn) is
developed while his indentity remains an absolute puzzle, and the suspicion only very slowly becomes
certainty that he must after all be a Man. The hobbits, Frodo's companions, undergo intricate permutations of
name and personality, and other major figures appear in strange modes: a sinister Treebeard, in league with
the Enemy, a ferocious and malevolent Farmer Maggot.

The story in this book ends at the point where J.R.R. Tolkien halted in the story for a long time, as the
Company of the Ring, still lacking Legolas and Gimli, stood before the tomb of Balin in the Mines of Moria.
The Return of the Shadow is illustrated with reproductions of the first maps and notable pages from the
earliest manuscripts.
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From reader reviews:

Coleen Faircloth:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Return of the Shadow: The History
of The Lord of the Rings, Part One (The History of Middle-Earth, Vol. 6) book as this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in
it you may already know.

Amy McCarter:

The experience that you get from The Return of the Shadow: The History of The Lord of the Rings, Part One
(The History of Middle-Earth, Vol. 6) will be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside
words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The
Return of the Shadow: The History of The Lord of the Rings, Part One (The History of Middle-Earth, Vol. 6)
giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand
then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this
specific The Return of the Shadow: The History of The Lord of the Rings, Part One (The History of Middle-
Earth, Vol. 6) instantly.

Mike Hodges:

Often the book The Return of the Shadow: The History of The Lord of the Rings, Part One (The History of
Middle-Earth, Vol. 6) has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The
book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book.
This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

George Conner:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The The Return of the Shadow: The History of The Lord of the Rings, Part One
(The History of Middle-Earth, Vol. 6) will give you new experience in studying a book.
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