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Modern Russian literature has two “first” epochs: secular literature' s rapid rise in the eighteenth century and
Alexander Pushkin’s Golden Age in the early nineteenth. In the shadow of the latter, Russia' s eighteenth-
century culture was relegated to an obscurity hardly befitting its actually radical legacy. And yet the
eighteenth century maintains an undeniable hold on the Russian historical imagination to this day. Luba
Golburt’s book is the first to document this paradox. In formulating its self-image, the culture of the Pushkin
eraand after wrestled far more with the meaning of the eighteenth century, Golburt argues, than is
commonly appreciated.

Why did nineteenth-century Russians put the eighteenth century so quickly behind them? How does a
meaningful present become a seemingly meaningless past? Interpreting texts by Lomonosov, Derzhavin,
Pushkin, Viazemsky, Turgenev, Tolstoy, and others, Golburt finds surprising answers, in the process
innovatively analyzing the rise of periodization and epochal consciousness, the formation of canon, and the
writing of literary history.

Winner, Marc Raeff Book Prize, Eighteenth-Century Russian Studies Association

Winner, Heldt Prize for the Best Book by a Woman in Slavic/Eastern European/Eurasian Studies,
Association for Women in Slavic Studies

Winner, Best Book in Literary and Cultural Studies, American Association of Teachers of Slavic and Eastern
European Languages
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From reader reviews:
Rosa Rogers:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept The First Epoch:
The Eighteenth Century and the Russian Cultural Imagination (Wisconsin Center for Pushkin Studies)
suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled The First Epoch:
The Eighteenth Century and the Russian Cultural Imagination (Wisconsin Center for Pushkin Studies)is one
of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world.
When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previousto. The
author explained their thought in the ssmple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
publication. This book will give you agreat deal of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world on this book.

LorrainePrinz:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing sametask every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the book untitled The First Epoch: The Eighteenth Century and the
Russian Cultural Imagination (Wisconsin Center for Pushkin Studies) can be fine book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Matthew Gregg:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read any book. It isreally fun for you personaly. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent al day long to reading a e-book. The book The First Epoch: The Eighteenth Century and the
Russian Cultural Imagination (Wisconsin Center for Pushkin Studies) it is very good to read. There arealot
of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQOore very easily to read this book through
your smart phone. The priceis not to cover but this book has high quality.

John Lambeth:

Reading a book to become new life style in thisyr; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have



read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The The First Epoch: The
Eighteenth Century and the Russian Cultural Imagination (Wisconsin Center for Pushkin Studies) will give
you anew experience in studying a book.
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