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The Nazis discovered it. The Allies won the war with it. It conquered diseases, changed laws, and single-
handedly launched the era of antibiotics. This incredible discovery was sulfa, the first antibiotic. In The
Demon Under the Microscope, Thomas Hager chronicles the dramatic history of the drug that shaped
modern medicine.

Sulfa saved millions of lives—among them those of Winston Churchill and Franklin Delano Roosevelt
Jr.—but its real effects are even more far reaching. Sulfa changed the way new drugs were developed,
approved, and sold; transformed the way doctors treated patients; and ushered in the era of modern medicine.
The very concept that chemicals created in a lab could cure disease revolutionized medicine, taking it from
the treatment of symptoms and discomfort to the eradication of the root cause of illness.

A strange and colorful story, The Demon Under the Microscope illuminates the vivid characters, corporate
strategy, individual idealism, careful planning, lucky breaks, cynicism, heroism, greed, hard work, and the
central (though mistaken) idea that brought sulfa to the world. This is a fascinating scientific tale with all the
excitement and intrigue of a great suspense novel.

For thousands of years, humans had sought medicines with which they could defeat contagion, and they had
slowly, painstakingly, won a few battles: some vaccines to ward off disease, a handful of antitoxins. A drug
or two was available that could stop parasitic diseases once they hit, tropical maladies like malaria and
sleeping sickness. But the great killers of Europe, North America, and most of Asia—pneumonia, plague,
tuberculosis, diphtheria, cholera, meningitis—were caused not by parasites but by bacteria, much smaller, far
different microorganisms. By 1931, nothing on earth could stop a bacterial infection once it started. . . .

But all that was about to change. . . . —from The Demon Under the Microscope

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Cornell Smith:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Demon Under the
Microscope: From Battlefield Hospitals to Nazi Labs, One Doctor's Heroic Search for the World's First
Miracle Drug is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Richard Pease:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Demon Under the Microscope:
From Battlefield Hospitals to Nazi Labs, One Doctor's Heroic Search for the World's First Miracle Drug
publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty The Demon Under the Microscope: From
Battlefield Hospitals to Nazi Labs, One Doctor's Heroic Search for the World's First Miracle Drug as good
book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its
include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Bertha Davis:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This e-book The Demon Under the Microscope: From Battlefield Hospitals to Nazi
Labs, One Doctor's Heroic Search for the World's First Miracle Drug was filled regarding science. Spend
your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when
they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book.
In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Steven Barraza:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Demon Under the Microscope: From
Battlefield Hospitals to Nazi Labs, One Doctor's Heroic Search for the World's First Miracle Drug was bright
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Demon Under the Microscope:
From Battlefield Hospitals to Nazi Labs, One Doctor's Heroic Search for the World's First Miracle Drug has
many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and
feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it



makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading
which.
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