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Perpetual Adolescence: Jungian Analyses of American Media, Literature, and Pop Culture
Explores the arrested development of American culture.

Arguing that American culture appeals to and is populated by children and adolescents who merely appear to
be adult men and women, the essays in Perpetual Adolescence examine the Jungian archetype of the “eternal
youth”—the puer aeternus—as it is manifested in the arrested development of American culture. From the
infantilization of the American psyche and the lionization of teenaged celebrities and bodies, to fanatical
conformity, and puerile entertainment, the contributors probe the various ways that American television,
music, film, print, Internet, education, and social movements work to nourish and sustain this child
archetype. Offering analytic psychology as an instrument of social analysis and critique, they point to the
need for dialogue over the causes and effects of our puer-fixations, which have become, in large part, both a
creation and a creator of the American zeitgeist.

“The fourteen essays in Perpetual Adolescence each stand on their own as important contributions to
understanding the archetype of the Eternal Child in Western popular culture ... Perpetual Adolescenceisa
timely, provocative, and sobering examination of the endemic suffering and pandemic consequences of
mass-mindedness ‘ driven by archetypes.”” — Spring

"This compelling analysis of why visions of never-ending childhood are so compelling in contemporary
media delivers a solid, Jungian deconstruction of pop culture." — CHOICE

“Perpetual Adolescenceis afascinating study of one of Jung’s most important archetypes, that of the puer
aeternus, which implies arrested development rather than eternal youth. Perpetually interesting, this book is
genuinely interdisciplinary and will appeal to those interested in cultural studies, film studies, environmental
studies, and mythic criticism.” — Jeffrey Berman, author of Death in the Classroom: Writing about Love
and Loss
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From reader reviews:
Jack Baldwin:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for awhileis
reading. Y ep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Perpetual
Adolescence: Jungian Analyses of American Media, Literature, and Pop Culture book as beginning and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Michael Naylor:

Here thing why this specific Perpetual Adolescence: Jungian Analyses of American Media, Literature, and
Pop Culture are different and reputable to be yours. First of al reading a book is good nevertheless it
depends in the content of computer which isthe content is as yummy as food or not. Perpetual Adolescence:
Jungian Analyses of American Media, Literature, and Pop Culture giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Perpetual
Adolescence: Jungian Analyses of American Media, Literature, and Pop Culture. It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably
can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Perpetual Adolescence: Jungian Analyses of American Media, Literature, and Pop Culture in e-book can be
your substitute.

Judith Jordan:

Isit anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Perpetual Adolescence: Jungian Analyses
of American Media, Literature, and Pop Culture can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou
are therefore out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this completely new erais common not a
nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Patricia Carter:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to
reading. Some people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Perpetual Adolescence:
Jungian Analyses of American Media, Literature, and Pop Culture as well as others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to put



their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Perpetual Adolescence:
Jungian Analyses of American Media, Literature, and Pop Culture to make your spare time far more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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