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A Boston Globe Best Poetry Book of 2011
Winner of the 2011 Griffin Poetry Prize
Winner of the 2011 Poetry Now Award

Seamus Heaney's new collection elicits continuities and solidarities, between husband and wife, child and
parent, then and now, inside an intently remembered present?the stepping stones of the day, the weight and
heft of what is passed from hand to hand, lifted and lowered. Human Chain also broaches larger questions of
transmission, of lifelines to the inherited past. There are newly minted versions of anonymous early Irish
lyrics, poems that stand at the crossroads of oral and written, and other "hermit songs" that weigh equally in
their balance the craft of scribe and the poet's early calling as scholar. A remarkable sequence entitled "Route
101" plots the descent into the underworld in the Aeneid against single moments in the arc of a life, from a
1950s childhood to the birth of a first grandchild. Other poems display a Virgilian pietas for the
dead?friends, neighbors, family?that is yet wholly and movingly vernacular.

Human Chain also includes a poetic "herbal" adapted from the Breton poet Guillevic?lyrics as delicate as
ferns, which puzzle briefly over the world of things and landscapes that exclude human speech, while
affirming the interconnectedness of phenomena, as of a self-sufficiency in which we too are included
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From reader reviews:

Teddy Hathorn:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the
Human Chain: Poems is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Julie Ross:

The actual book Human Chain: Poems will bring someone to the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very
appropriate to you. The book Human Chain: Poems is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Omar Lamm:

The reason? Because this Human Chain: Poems is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting
for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it
was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want
to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Thomas Baxter:

You can find this Human Chain: Poems by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are
various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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