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The definitive history of the Broadway musical: the shows, the stars, the movers, and the shakers.

Showtime brings the history of Broadway musicals to life in a narrative as engaging as the subject itself.
Beginning with the scandalous Astor Place Opera House riot of 1849, Larry Stempel traces the growth of
musicals from minstrel shows and burlesques, through the golden age of Show Boat and Oklahoma!, to such
groundbreaking works as Company and Rent.

Stempel describes the Broadway stage with vivid accounts of the performers drawn to it, and detailed
portraits of the creators who wrote the music, lyrics, and stories for its shows, both beloved and less well
known. But Stempel travels outside the theater doors as well, to illuminate the wider world of musical theater
as a living genre shaped by the forces of American history and culture. He reveals not only how musicals
entertain their audiences but also how they serve as barometers of social concerns and bearers of cultural
values.

Showtime is the culmination of decades of painstaking research on a genre whose forms have changed over
the course of two centuries. In covering the expansive subject before him, Stempel combines original
research?including a kaleidoscope of primary sources and archival holdings?with deft and insightful
analysis. The result is nothing short of the most comprehensive, authoritative history of the Broadway
musical yet published. 16 pages of four-color; 105 black-and-white illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Castaneda:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Showtime:
A History of the Broadway Musical Theater? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have different opinion?

Joan Myers:

Precisely why? Because this Showtime: A History of the Broadway Musical Theater is an unordinary book
that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot
of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Aracely Schneider:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Showtime: A History of the Broadway Musical
Theater can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the
others?

Warner Gomez:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This guide Showtime: A History of the Broadway Musical Theater was filled about
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different
feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a
e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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