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Everybody knows her smile, but no one knows her story: Meet the flesh-and-blood woman who became one
of the most famous artistic subjects of all time—Mona Lisa.

A genius immortalized her. A French king paid a fortune for her. An emperor coveted her. Every year more
than nine million visitors trek to view her portrait in the Louvre. Yet while everyone recognizes her smile,
hardly anyone knows her story. “Combining history, whimsical biography, personal travelogue, and love
letter to Italy...Mona Lisa is an entertaining” (Publishers Weekly) book of discovery about the world’s most
recognized face. Who was she? Why did the most renowned painter of her time choose her as his model?
What became of her? And why does her smile enchant us still?

Dianne Hales, author of La Bella Lingua, became obsessed with finding the real Mona Lisa on repeated trips
to Florence. In Mona Lisa: A Life Discovered, she takes readers with her to meet Lisa’s descendants; uncover
her family’s long and colorful history; and explore the neighborhoods where she lived as a girl, a wife, and a
mother. In the process, we can participate in Lisa’s daily rituals; understand her personal relationships; and
see, hear, smell, and taste “her” Florence. Hales brings to life a time poised between the medieval and the
modern, a vibrant city bursting into fullest bloom, and a culture that redefined the possibilities of man—and
of woman.

Mona Lisa is “a readable and affectionate my-search-for-story for art lovers and anyone interested in
glorious and gory Florence in the fifteenth to sixteenth centuries, and in the divine Leonardo in
particular…Hales’s assiduous research has made it possible for us to know Mona Lisa just a bit, enough to
wonder if this otherwise ordinary Florentine housewife could ever have imagined her portrait enchanting
millions for centuries” (USATODAY.com).
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From reader reviews:

Arturo Hasan:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Mona Lisa: A Life Discovered book
as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Stephanie Gilley:

Here thing why this particular Mona Lisa: A Life Discovered are different and reputable to be yours. First of
all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as
food or not. Mona Lisa: A Life Discovered giving you information deeper including different ways, you can
find any publication out there but there is no publication that similar with Mona Lisa: A Life Discovered. It
gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the
world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park your
car, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book
maybe the form of Mona Lisa: A Life Discovered in e-book can be your alternative.

Jimmy Dolce:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Mona Lisa: A Life Discovered as your daily resource
information.

Sheri Williams:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Mona Lisa: A Life
Discovered.
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