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For more than a thousand years, Buddhism has dominated Japanese death rituals and concepts of the
afterlife. The nine essays in this volume, ranging chronologically from the tenth century to the present, bring
to light both continuity and change in death practices over time. They also explore the interrelated issues of
how Buddhist death rites have addressed individual concerns about the afterlife while also filling social and
institutional needs and how Buddhist death-related practices have assimilated and refigured elements from
other traditions, bringing together disparate, even conflicting, ideas about the dead, their postmortem fate,
and what constitutes normative Buddhist practice.The idea that death, ritually managed, can mediate an
escape from deluded rebirth is treated in the first two essays, followed by explorations of Buddhist death
rites that worked to encourage the maintenance of emotional bonds with the deceased and, in so doing,
helped structure the social world of the living. The rise of standardized funerals in Japan's early modern
period forms the subject of a chapter that shows how the Soto Zen sect established itself in rural
communities by incorporating local religious culture into its death rites. The final three chapters deal with
contemporary funerary and mortuary practices and the controversies surrounding them.
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From reader reviews:

William Medellin:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you that Death and the Afterlife in Japanese
Buddhism book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Armando Morris:

This book untitled Death and the Afterlife in Japanese Buddhism to be one of several books that best seller in
this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
this particular book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Faye Springer:

Often the book Death and the Afterlife in Japanese Buddhism has a lot info on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
reading this book.

Frances Pierce:

The book untitled Death and the Afterlife in Japanese Buddhism contain a lot of information on the item.
The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author provides you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.
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