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Over the past several decades, scholarsin both the social sciences and humanities have moved beyond the
ideathat thereisa“body proper”: asingular, discrete biological organism with an individual psyche. They
have begun to perceive embodiment as dynamic rather than static, as experiences that vary over time and
across the world as they are shaped by discourses, institutions, practices, technologies, and ideol ogies. What
has emerged is a multiplicity of bodies, inviting a great many disciplinary points of view and modes of
interpretation. The forty-seven readings presented in this volume range from classic works of socia theory,
history, and ethnography to more recent investigationsinto historical and contemporary modes of
embodiment.

Beyond the Body Proper includes nine sections conceptually organized around themes such as everyday life,
sex and gender, and science. Each section is preceded by interpretive commentary by the volume's editors.
Within the collection are articles and book excerpts focused on bodies using tools and participating in rituals,
on bodies walking and eating, and on the female circumcision controversy, as well as pieces on medical
classifications, spirit possession, the commodification of body parts, in vitro fertilization, and an
artist/anatomist’ s “ plastination” of cadavers for display. Materialist, phenomenological, and feminist
perspectives on embodiment appear along with writings on interpretations of pain and the changing
meanings of sexual intercourse. Essays on these topics and many others challenge Eurocentric assumptions
about the body as they speak to each other and to the most influential contemporary trends in the human
sciences.

With selections by: Henry Abelove, Walter Benjamin, Janice Boddy, John Boswell, Judith Butler, Caroline
Walker Bynum, Stuart Cosgrove, Michel de Certeau, Gilles Deleuze, Alice Domurat Dreger, Barbara Duden,
Friedrich Engels, E. E. Evans-Pritchard, Judith Farquhar, Marcel Granet, Felix Guattari, lan Hacking, Robert
Hertz, Patricia Leyland Kaufert, Arthur Kleinman, Shigehisa Kuriyama, Jean Langford, Bruno Latour,
Margaret Lock, Emily Martin, Karl Marx, Marcel Mauss, Maurice Merleau-Ponty, Nancy K. Miller, Lisa
Jean Maore, John D. O’ Neil, Aihwa Ong, Mariella Pandolfi, Susan Pedersen, Gregory M. Pflugfelder, Rayna
Rapp, Nancy Scheper-Hughes, Kristofer Schipper, Matthew Schmidt, Peter Stallybrass, Michael Taussig,
Charis Thompson, E.P. Thompson, Anna Lowenhaupt Tsing, Victor Turner, Terence Turner, Jose van Dijck,
Keith Wailoo, Brad Weiss, Allon White
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From reader reviews:
Mike Jones:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book.
These are reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Beyond the Body Proper: Reading the Anthropology of
Materia Life (Body, Commodity, Text).

Henry Knight:

The book Beyond the Body Proper: Reading the Anthropology of Material Life (Body, Commodity, Text)
gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable far more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make reading a book Beyond the Body Proper: Reading the Anthropology of Material
Life (Body, Commodity, Text) to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if
you like open up and read a reserve Beyond the Body Proper: Reading the Anthropology of Material Life
(Body, Commodity, Text). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some
others. So, how do you think about this guide?

John Sorrélls:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or the ideafor all peoplein the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
would like do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book Beyond the Body Proper:
Reading the Anthropology of Material Life (Body, Commodity, Text). All type of book would you see on
many solutions. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Adam McGrath:

Beyond the Body Proper: Reading the Anthropology of Material Life (Body, Commaodity, Text) can be one
of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving hig'her effort to put every word into delight
arrangement in writing Beyond the Body Proper: Reading the Anthropology of Material Life (Body,
Commodity, Text) but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
datathat maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial



considering.
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