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When Jimi Hendrix transfixed the crowds of Woodstock with his gripping version of "The Star Spangled
Banner," he was building on a foundation reaching back, in part, to the revolutionary guitar playing of
Howlin' Wolf and the other great Chicago bluesmen, and to the Delta blues tradition before him. But in its
unforgettable introduction, followed by his unaccompanied "talking" guitar passage and inserted calls and
responses at key points in the musical narrative, Hendrix's performance of the national anthem also
hearkened back to a tradition even older than the blues, a tradition rooted in the rings of dance, drum, and
song shared by peoples across Africa.

Bold and original, The Power of Black Music offers a new way of listening to the music of black America,
and appreciating its profound contribution to all American music. Striving to break down the barriers that
remain between high art and low art, it brilliantly illuminates the centuries-old linkage between the music,
myths and rituals of Africa and the continuing evolution and enduring vitality of African-American music.
Inspired by the pioneering work of Sterling Stuckey and Henry Louis Gates, Jr., author Samuel A. Floyd, Jr,
advocates a new critical approach grounded in the forms and traditions of the music itself. He accompanies
readers on a fascinating journey from the African ring, through the ring shout's powerful merging of music
and dance in the slave culture, to the funeral parade practices of the early new Orleans jazzmen, the
bluesmen in the twenties, the beboppers in the forties, and the free jazz, rock, Motown, and concert hall
composers of the sixties and beyond. Floyd dismisses the assumption that Africans brought to the United
States as slaves took the music of whites in the New World and transformed it through their own
performance practices. Instead, he recognizes European influences, while demonstrating how much black
music has continued to share with its African counterparts. Floyd maintains that while African Americans
may not have direct knowledge of African traditions and myths, they can intuitively recognize links to an
authentic African cultural memory. For example, in speaking of his grandfather Omar, who died a slave as a
young man, the jazz clarinetist Sidney Bechet said, "Inside him he'd got the memory of all the wrong that's
been done to my people. That's what the memory is....When a blues is good, that kind of memory just grows
up inside it."
Grounding his scholarship and meticulous research in his childhood memories of black folk culture and his
own experiences as a musician and listener, Floyd maintains that the memory of Omar and all those who
came before and after him remains a driving force in the black music of America, a force with the power to
enrich cultures the world over.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Hood:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept The Power of
Black Music: Interpreting Its History from Africa to the United States suitable to you? The actual book was
written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Power of Black Music: Interpreting Its
History from Africa to the United Statesis the main of several books that will everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way,
therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a great
deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Robert Johnson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Power of Black Music:
Interpreting Its History from Africa to the United States, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination
right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people.
What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Bobby Phillips:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This The Power of Black Music: Interpreting
Its History from Africa to the United States is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you
can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Teresita Donahue:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Power of Black Music: Interpreting Its
History from Africa to the United States can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this
one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your
friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's
have The Power of Black Music: Interpreting Its History from Africa to the United States.
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