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There's more than meets the eye in the fiction of the master of the espionage thriller Robert Ludlum. In a
study that examines seventeen of Ludlum's novels in depth, including the latest, The Apocalypse Watch
(1995), Macdonald uncovers the serious themes running through the novels: the role of the individual in
preserving democracy, the value of competing voices, the failure of educational institutions to preserve
ideals, the temptations of power, the importance of personal loyalties in the face of impersonal organizations,
and the nature of evil. She shows how Ludlum's novels are valuable in helping us to understand modern
paranoia—our fear of conspiracies, terrorism, barbarism, and intolerance. A personal interview granted by
Ludlum for this book illuminates the influences on his craft, especially his long experience in the theater,
which affects his sense of pacing, characterization, humor, and suspense.

After an initial biographical chapter, Macdonald examines Ludlum's literary roots in suspense novels and
discusses the genre. Each succeeding chapter examines a group of his novels tied together thematically or, in
the case of the Bourne series, by recurring characters. The discussion of each novel is organized into sections
on plot and structure, character, and theme, and features an alternate critical interpretation, such as Freudian,
Marxist, or reader response criticism, which offers the reader another fresh perspective from which to
examine the concerns of the novel. Novels covered in depth are: Trevayne, The Cry of the Halidon, The
Scarlatti Inheritance, The Rhinemann Exchange, The Gemini Contenders, The Holcroft Covenant, The Road
to Gandolfo, The Road to Omaha, The Bourne Identity, The Bourne Supremacy, The Bourne Ultimatum, The
Matarese Circle, The Parsifal Mosaic, The Aquitaine Progression, The Icarus Agenda, The Scorpio Illusion,
and The Apocalypse Watch. This critical companion includes an up-to-date bibliography of all of Ludlum's
published works, as well as selected reviews of all works examined in this study.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Castillo:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Robert Ludlum: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions
to Popular Contemporary Writers). Try to stumble through book Robert Ludlum: A Critical Companion
(Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend
when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Eric Frances:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Robert Ludlum: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) as your daily resource information.

Suzanne Crider:

This book untitled Robert Ludlum: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary
Writers) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it
by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve
from your list.

Patricia Watts:

You could spend your free time to see this book this book. This Robert Ludlum: A Critical Companion
(Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) is simple to develop you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your
smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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