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The nineteenth century seems to have been full of hysterical women - or so they were diagnosed. Where are
they now? The very disease no longer exists. In this fascinating account, Andrew Scull tells the story of
Hysteria - an illness that disappeared not through medical endeavour, but through growing understanding and
cultural change. More generally, it raises the question of how diseases are framed, and how conceptions of a
disease change through history.

The lurid history of hysteria makes fascinating reading. Charcot's clinics showed off flamboyantly
'hysterical' patients taking on sexualized poses, and among the visiting professionals was one Sigmund
Freud. Scull discusses the origins of the idea of hysteria, the development of a neurological approach by John
Sydenham and others, hysteria as a fashionable condition, and its growth from the 17th century. Some
regarded it as a peculiarly English malady, 'the natural concomitant of England's greater civilization and
refinement'. Women were the majority of patients, and the illness became associated with female biology,
resulting in some gruesome 'treatments'. Charcot and Freud were key practitioners defining the nature of the
illness. But curiously, the illness seemed to swap gender during the First World War when male hysterics
frequently suffering from shell shock were also subjected to brutal 'treatments'. Subsequently, the 'disease'
declined and eventually disappeared, at least in professional circles, though attenuated elements remain,
reclassified for instance as post-traumatic stress disorder.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn McDonald:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Hysteria: The disturbing
history. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Emma Berkey:

The guide with title Hysteria: The disturbing history posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You
can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that
exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand
how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the internationalization.
You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Martha Howell:

This Hysteria: The disturbing history is great book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you
are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Hysteria: The disturbing
history in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
book that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Ronda Powers:

The book untitled Hysteria: The disturbing history contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains
your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can
easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of
literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program,
so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you
can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.
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