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This book traces the origins of a faith--perhaps the faith of the century. Modern revolutionaries are believers,
no less committed and intense than were Christians or Muslims of an earlier era. What is new is the belief
that a perfect secular order will emerge from forcible overthrow of traditional authority. This inherently
implausible idea energized Europe in the nineteenth century, and became the most pronounced ideological
export of the West to the rest of the world in the twentieth century. Billington is interested in revolutionaries-
-the innovative creators of a new tradition. His historical frame extends from the waning of the French
Revolution in the late eighteenth century to the beginnings of the Russian Revolution in the early twentieth
century. The theater was Europe of the industrial era; the main stage was the journalistic offices within great
cities such as Paris, Berlin, London, and St. Petersburg. Billington claims with considerable evidence that
revolutionary ideologies were shaped as much by the occultism and proto-romanticism of Germany as the
critical rationalism of the French Enlightenment. The conversion of social theory to political practice was
essentially the work of three Russian revolutions: in 1905, March 1917, and November 1917. Events in the
outer rim of the European world brought discussions about revolution out of the school rooms and press
rooms of Paris and Berlin into the halls of power.

Despite his hard realism about the adverse practical consequences of revolutionary dogma, Billington
appreciates the identity of its best sponsors, people who preached social justice transcending traditional
national, ethnic, and gender boundaries. When this book originally appeared The New Republic hailed it as
"remarkable, learned and lively," while The New Yorker noted that Billington "pays great attention to the
lives and emotions of individuals and this makes his book absorbing." It is an invaluable work of history and
contribution to our understanding of political life.
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From reader reviews:

Earnestine Marcus:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will get
large amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is definitely Fire in the Minds of Men: Origins of the Revolutionary Faith.

Jerry Carley:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Fire in the Minds of
Men: Origins of the Revolutionary Faith that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means
of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
far better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Fire in the Minds of Men: Origins of the Revolutionary
Faith become your own personal starter.

Jeannie Brenner:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Fire in the Minds of Men: Origins of the
Revolutionary Faith can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have thing that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing
more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Fire in the Minds of
Men: Origins of the Revolutionary Faith.

Virginia Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous books
that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Fire in the Minds of Men: Origins of the
Revolutionary Faith.
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