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Fairy tales, often said to be ''timeless'' and fundamentally ''oral,'' have a long written history. However,
argues Elizabeth Wanning Harries in this provocative book, a vital part of this history has fallen by the
wayside. The short, subtly didactic fairy tales of Charles Perrault and the Grimms have determined our
notions about what fairy tales should be like. Harries argues that alongside these ''compact'' tales there exists
another, ''complex'' tradition: tales written in France by the conteuses (storytelling women) in the 1690s and
the late-twentieth-century tales by women writers that derive in part from this centuries-old tradition.

Grounded firmly in social history and set in lucid prose, Twice upon a Time refocuses the lens through
which we look at fairy tales. The conteuses saw their tales as amusements for sophisticated adults in the
salon, not for children. Self-referential, frequently parodic, and set in elaborate frames, their works often
criticize the social expectations that determined the lives of women at the court of Louis XIV.

After examining the evolution of the ''Anglo-American'' fairy tale and its place in this variegated history,
Harries devotes the rest of her book to recent women writers--A. S. Byatt, Anne Sexton, Angela Carter, and
Emma Donoghue among them--who have returned to fairy-tale motifs so as to challenge modern-day gender
expectations. Late-twentieth-century tales, like the conteuses', force us to rethink our conception of fairy
tales and of their history.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Clark:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Twice upon a Time: Women Writers and the History of the Fairy
Tale can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Clara Demoss:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book
that need more time to be learn. Twice upon a Time: Women Writers and the History of the Fairy Tale can
be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Betty Freeman:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Twice upon a Time: Women Writers and the History of the Fairy Tale will give you new experience in
examining a book.

Diana Johnson:

You can get this Twice upon a Time: Women Writers and the History of the Fairy Tale by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally
can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.
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