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The allure of educational technology is easy to understand. Classroom instruction is an expensive and time-
consuming process fraught with contradictory theories and frustratingly uneven results. Educators, inspired
by machines' contributions to modern life, have been using technology to facilitate teaching for centuries.

In Teaching Machines, Bill Ferster examines past attempts to automate instruction from the earliest use of
the postal service for distance education to the current mael strom surrounding Massive Open Online
Courses. He tells the stories of the entrepreneurs and visionaries who, beginning in the colonial era,
developed and promoted various instructional technologies. Ferster touches on a wide range of attempts to
enhance the classroom experience with machines, from hornbooks, the Chautaugua movement, and
correspondence courses to B. F. Skinner’ s teaching machine, intelligent tutoring systems, and el earning.

The famed progressive teachers, researchers, and administrators that the book highlights often overcame
substantial hurdles to implement their ideas, but not all of them succeeded in improving the quality of
education. Teaching Machines provides invaluable new insight into our current debate over the efficacy of
educational technology.
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From reader reviews:
Craig Baker:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if those
information which isinside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take Teaching Machines: Learning from the Intersection of Education and
Technology (Tech.edu: A Hopkins Series on Education and Technology) as the daily resource information.

Todd Goff:

The reason? Because this Teaching Machines: Learning from the Intersection of Education and Technology
(Tech.edu: A Hopkins Series on Education and Technology) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you alot of
benefits than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So,
still want to hold up having that book? If | ended up you | will go to the book store hurriedly.

Viola Boucher:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of timeto read it because pretty much everything time you only find
reserve that need more time to be learn. Teaching Machines: Learning from the Intersection of Education and
Technology (Tech.edu: A Hopkins Series on Education and Technology) can be your answer since it can be
read by you actually who have those short time problems.

John Bar stow:

Isit you who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Teaching Machines: Learning from the
Intersection of Education and Technology (Tech.edu: A Hopkins Series on Education and Technology) can
be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your spare
time by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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