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Ancient Greeks and Romans often turned to magic to achieve personal goals. Magical rites were seen as a
route for direct access to the gods, for material gains as well as spiritual satisfaction. In this fascinating
survey of magical beliefs and practices from the sixth century B.C.E. through late antiquity, Fritz Graf sheds
new light on ancient religion.

Evidence of widespread belief in the efficacy of magic is pervasive: the contemporaries of Plato and
Aristotle placed voodoo dolls on graves in order to harm business rivals or attract lovers. The Twelve Tables
of Roman Law forbids the magical transference of crops from one field to another. Graves, wells, and
springs throughout the Mediterranean have yielded vast numbers of Greek and Latin curse tablets. And
ancient literature abounds with scenes of magic, from necromancy to love spells. Graf explores the important
types of magic in Greco-Roman antiquity, describing rites and explaining the theory behind them. And he
characterizes the ancient magician: his training and initiation, social status, and presumed connections with
the divine world. With trenchant analysis of underlying conceptions and vivid account of illustrative cases,
Graf gives a full picture of the practice of magic and its implications. He concludes with an evaluation of the
relation of magic to religion. Magic in the Ancient World offers an unusual look at ancient Greek and Roman
thought and a new understanding of popular recourse to the supernatural.
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From reader reviews:

Vanesa Thomas:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Magic in the
Ancient World (Revealing Antiquity, No. 10), it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Michael Kimbrell:

Precisely why? Because this Magic in the Ancient World (Revealing Antiquity, No. 10) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret
the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable
way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally.
So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will
give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book
store hurriedly.

Elaine Gold:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Magic in the Ancient World (Revealing Antiquity, No. 10) this e-book
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
suitable all of you.

Tracy Painter:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know



that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Magic in the Ancient World (Revealing Antiquity, No. 10) can make you really feel
more interested to read.
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