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Seminar paper from the year 2012 in the subject Sociology - Religion, grade: 6 (entspricht 1 in Dtschld.),
University of Bern, course: Religionssoziologie, language: English, abstract: Despite Rodney Stark?s
postulate "to carry the secularization doctrine to the graveyard of failed theories" (Stark 1999:22) or David
Martin?s demand "towards eliminating the concept of secularization" (Martin 1965), the discourse on
secularization seems to be as alive as ever. Indeed, from its beginnings to present the idea of secularization
lies at the very core of sociological imagination. Hardly any other subject caused as much controversy
among scholars as to if and how processes of secularization interrelate with the emergence of "modernity".
This has led to a multitude of publications over the last decades, all redefining, defending, refuting or even
rejecting secularization theory altogether. One of the main difficulties resulting from this ever expanding
literature on secularization is the diverse and often undifferentiated usage of categories such as "the secular",
"secularization" and "secularism". Similar to other social-scientific macro concepts the term "secularization"
is multidimensional. Depending on the context and academic discipline, it is applied very differently, thus
leaving the door wide open for manifold possibilities of interpretations and meanings. This especially poses
problems to any empirical researcher; as such an amorphous term with respectively different meanings and
ambiguous possibilities of interpretation is hard to operationalize (Casanova 1994: 12). The aim of this paper
is therefore, to critically review the main concepts of secularization theory. For this purpose, I will
analytically distinguish between "the secular" as a theological category of Western Christendom,
"secularization" as a historical process referring to state-church relations and "secularization" as an analytical
conceptualization of modern world-historical processes. By doing so,
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From reader reviews:

Alberto Benson:

Why? Because this "Bringing Order to the Mess" - A Critical Re-Examination of the Core Concepts of
Secularization Theory is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but
latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you
going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If
I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Laveta Blodgett:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love "Bringing Order to the Mess" - A Critical Re-
Examination of the Core Concepts of Secularization Theory, you could enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Todd Voss:

This "Bringing Order to the Mess" - A Critical Re-Examination of the Core Concepts of Secularization
Theory is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having little bit of digest in reading this "Bringing Order to the Mess" - A Critical Re-Examination of the
Core Concepts of Secularization Theory can be the light food for you because the information inside this
book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I
mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type
for your better life along with knowledge.

Herbert Oakley:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This "Bringing Order to the Mess" - A Critical Re-Examination of
the Core Concepts of Secularization Theory can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this
one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book



can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have
"Bringing Order to the Mess" - A Critical Re-Examination of the Core Concepts of Secularization Theory.
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