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This is the story of a Chinese doctor, his book, and the creatures that danced within its pages. The Monkey
and the Inkpot introduces natural history in sixteenth-century China through the iconic Bencao gangmu
(Systematic materia medica) of Li Shizhen (1518–1593).

The encyclopedic Bencao gangmu is widely lauded as a classic embodiment of pre-modern Chinese medical
thought. In the first book-length study in English of Li’s text, Carla Nappi reveals a “cabinet of curiosities”
of gems, beasts, and oddities whose author was devoted to using natural history to guide the application of
natural and artificial objects as medical drugs. Nappi examines the making of facts and weighing of evidence
in a massive collection where tales of wildmen and dragons were recorded alongside recipes for ginseng and
peonies.

Nappi challenges the idea of a monolithic tradition of Chinese herbal medicine by showing the importance of
debate and disagreement in early modern scholarly and medical culture. The Monkey and the Inkpot also
illuminates the modern fate of a book that continues to shape alternative healing practices, global
pharmaceutical markets, and Chinese culture.
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From reader reviews:

Brandi Anderson:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those
information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one works to
believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then you get it
as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not happen
in you if you take The Monkey and the Inkpot: Natural History and Its Transformations in Early Modern
China as your daily resource information.

Arthur Furr:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent the whole day to reading a guide. The book The Monkey and the Inkpot: Natural History and Its
Transformations in Early Modern China it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Michelle Garrett:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for
you is The Monkey and the Inkpot: Natural History and Its Transformations in Early Modern China this
guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

James Rohrbach:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of
book The Monkey and the Inkpot: Natural History and Its Transformations in Early Modern China. You can
add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot



to other place.
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