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Chinese workers in the third century b.c. created seven thousand life-sized terracotta soldiers to guard the
tomb of the First Emperor. In the eleventh century a.d., Chinese builders constructed a pagoda from as many
as thirty thousand separately carved wooden pieces. In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, China
exported more than a hundred million pieces of porcelain to the West. As these examples show, the Chinese
throughout history have produced works of art in astonishing quantities--and have done so without
sacrificing quality, affordability, or speed of manufacture. How have they managed this? Lothar Ledderose
takes us on a remarkable tour of Chinese art and culture to explain how artists used complex systems of mass
production to assemble extraordinary objects from standardized parts or modules. As he reveals, these
systems have deep roots in Chinese thought--in the idea that the universe consists of ten thousand categories
of things, for example--and reflect characteristically Chinese modes of social organization.

Ledderose begins with the modular system par excellence: Chinese script, an ancient system of fifty
thousand characters produced from a repertoire of only about two hundred components. He shows how
Chinese artists used related modular systems to create ritual bronzes, to produce the First Emperor's
terracotta army, and to develop the world's first printing systems. He explores the dazzling variety of
lacquerware and porcelain that the West found so seductive, and examines how works as diverse as imperial
palaces and paintings of hell relied on elegant variation of standardized components. Ledderose explains that
Chinese artists, unlike their Western counterparts, did not seek to reproduce individual objects of nature
faithfully, but sought instead to mimic nature's ability to produce limitless numbers of objects. He shows as
well how modular patterns of thought run through Chinese ideas about personal freedom, China's culture of
bureaucracy, Chinese religion, and even the organization of Chinese restaurants.

Originally presented as a series of Mellon lectures at the National Gallery of Art, Ten Thousand Things
combines keen aesthetic and cultural insights with a rich variety of illustrations to make a profound new
statement about Chinese art and society.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Walker:

This Ten Thousand Things: Module and Mass Production in Chinese Art. usually are reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Ten Thousand Things: Module and
Mass Production in Chinese Art. can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in
e-book and printed people. Beside that this Ten Thousand Things: Module and Mass Production in Chinese
Art. giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that
we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Hester Crutchfield:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled Ten
Thousand Things: Module and Mass Production in Chinese Art. your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get before. The Ten Thousand Things: Module and Mass Production in Chinese Art. giving you
yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your
better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Debra Daniel:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Ten Thousand Things: Module and Mass
Production in Chinese Art. can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these textbooks have than the others?

Belinda Hamilton:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Ten Thousand Things: Module and Mass Production in Chinese Art. can



make you really feel more interested to read.
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