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African American Literary Theory: A Reader is the first volume to document the central texts and arguments
in African American literary theory from the 1920s through the present. As the volume progresses
chronologically from the rise of a black aesthetic criticism, through the Blacks Arts Movement, feminism,
structuralism and poststructuralism, and the rise of queer theory, it focuses on the key arguments, themes,
and debates in each period.

By constantly bringing attention to the larger political and cultural issues at stake in the interpretation of
literary texts, the critics gathered here have contributed mightily to the prominence and popularity of African
American literature in this country and abroad. African American Literary Theory provides a unique
historical analysis of how these thinkers have shaped literary theory, and literature at large, and will be a
indispensable text for the study of African American intellectual culture.

Contributors include Sandra Adell, Michael Awkward, Houston A. Baker, Jr., Hazel V. Carby, Barbara
Christian, W.E.B. DuBois, Ann duCille, Ralph Ellison, Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Addison Gayle Jr., Carolyn
F. Gerald, Evelynn Hammonds, Phillip Brian Harper, Mae Gwendolyn Henderson, Stephen E. Henderson,
Karla F.C. Holloway, Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, LeRoi Jones (Amiri Baraka), Joyce A. Joyce,
Alain Locke, Wahneema Lubiano, Deborah E. McDowell, Harryette Mullen, Larry Neal, Charles I. Nero,
Robert F. Reid-Pharr, Marlon B. Ross, George S. Schuyler, Barbara Smith, Valerie Smith, Hortense J.
Spillers, Sherley Anne Williams, and Richard Wright.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Diehl:

The book African American Literary Theory: A Reader make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should
use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book African American Literary
Theory: A Reader for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and
read a guide African American Literary Theory: A Reader. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Ila Robinette:

The book African American Literary Theory: A Reader can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book African
American Literary Theory: A Reader? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that
will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book African American Literary Theory: A Reader has simple shape but you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Jerry Rivera:

Often the book African American Literary Theory: A Reader will bring someone to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you
just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book African American Literary Theory: A Reader is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly
to read the book.

Brooke Fisher:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This African American Literary Theory: A
Reader can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your
time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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