
Mencken on Mencken: A New Collection of
Autobiographical Writings

H. L. Mencken

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0807135925
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0807135925
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0807135925


Mencken on Mencken: A New Collection of Autobiographical
Writings

H. L. Mencken

Mencken on Mencken: A New Collection of Autobiographical Writings H. L. Mencken

"Mencken weighs 172 pounds, is 5 feet 10 inches in height and not beautiful. His chief amusement, after
reading, is piano-playing, this he does very crudely. He takes no exercise except walking and is a moderate
eater and drinker. He sometimes drinks as little as one bottle of beer a week, though this doesn't happen very
often." So wrote H. L. Mencken about himself, in a brief sketch of his life penned in 1905.

Perhaps America's foremost literary stylist and most mordant wit, Mencken's most engaging writing told
about his own life and experiences. In Mencken on Mencken, veteran Mencken editor and scholar S. T. Joshi
has assembled a hefty collection of the best of Mencken's autobiographical pieces that have not appeared
previously in book form. These forty-four selections cover a wide variety of topics ranging from incidents
from Mencken's everyday life to reflections on friends and colleagues to his careers as author, journalist, and
editor, to his travels abroad.

As a journalist in Baltimore, Mencken encountered many unusual characters: a professional mourner hired
by a beer distiller, a wagon driver who slept through the great Baltimore fire of 1904, a confirmed bachelor
who left town to avoid the clutches of a predatory widow. He provides accounts of literary figures he knew,
such as Theodore Dreiser, and ruminations on his work at the Baltimore Sun and as editor for the magazines
Smart Set and the American Mercury.

In an essay titled "What I Believe," he eschews humor and writes straightforwardly of his longtime scorn for
the idea of religion, and in his journalist mode he reflects on a half-century of attending political
conventions, drawing on his vast inside knowledge to savage the corruption and incompetence of the
political class. A superb travel writer, Mencken gives us a rollicking account of beer-drinking in Munich,
astute observations of political unrest in Cuba, and carefully drawn scenes from a long tour he and his wife
made of the Mediterranean in 1934.

Joshi has thoroughly annotated the pieces and also compiled an extensive glossary of names and terms that
Mencken mentions. Mencken on Mencken offers a fully rounded self-portrait of one of America's most
colorful personalities and most extraordinary men of letters.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Oliver:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important usually. The book Mencken on Mencken: A New Collection of Autobiographical Writings
was making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The publication Mencken on Mencken: A New Collection of
Autobiographical Writings is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship with all the book Mencken on Mencken: A New Collection of Autobiographical Writings.
You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Ilene Venne:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find book that
need more time to be go through. Mencken on Mencken: A New Collection of Autobiographical Writings
can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Luke Palmieri:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Mencken on Mencken: A New
Collection of Autobiographical Writings is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and
also soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It
is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Irene Navarro:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the
item when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Mencken on Mencken: A New
Collection of Autobiographical Writings to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make
you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion
for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the reserve Mencken on Mencken: A New
Collection of Autobiographical Writings can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of that time.
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