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One of the cruelest abuses of slavery in America was that slaves were forbidden to read and write. Consigned
to illiteracy, they left no records of their thoughts and feelings apart from the few exceptional narratives of
Frederick Douglass and others who escaped to the North—or so we have long believed. But as Christopher
Hager reveals, a few enslaved African Americans managed to become literate in spite of all prohibitions, and
during the halting years of emancipation thousands more seized the chance to learn. The letters and diaries of
these novice writers, unpolished and hesitant yet rich with voice, show ordinary black men and women
across the South using pen and paper to make sense of their experiences.

Through an unprecedented gathering of these forgotten writings—from letters by individuals sold away from
their families, to petitions from freedmen in the army to their new leaders, to a New Orleans man’s
transcription of the Constitution—Word by Word rewrites the history of emancipation. The idiosyncrasies of
these untutored authors, Hager argues, reveal the enormous difficulty of straddling the border between slave
and free.

These unusual texts, composed by people with a unique perspective on the written word, force us to rethink
the relationship between literacy and freedom. For African Americans at the end of slavery, learning to write
could be liberating and empowering, but putting their hard-won skill to use often proved arduous and
daunting—a portent of the tenuousness of the freedom to come.
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From reader reviews:

Terrie Anderson:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question
since just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Word by Word: Emancipation and the Act of
Writing to read.

William Keller:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Word by Word: Emancipation and the Act of Writing book is readable through you
who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Word by
Word: Emancipation and the Act of Writing content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Word by Word: Emancipation and the Act of Writing is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Gwendolyn Smith:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Word by Word: Emancipation and the
Act of Writing can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

Jeffrey Martinez:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this time,
many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this
Word by Word: Emancipation and the Act of Writing can make you feel more interested to read.
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