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Despite the plethora of writing about jazz, little attention has been paid to what musicians themselves wrote
and said about their practice. An implicit division of labor has emerged where, for the most part, black artists
invent and play music while white writers provide the commentary. Eric Porter overturns this tendency in his
creative intellectual history of African American musicians. He foregrounds the often-ignored ideas of these
artists, analyzing them in the context of meanings circulating around jazz, as well as in relationship to
broader currents in African American thought.

Porter examines several crucial moments in the history of jazz: the formative years of the 1920s and 1930s;
the emergence of bebop; the political and experimental projects of the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s; and the
debates surrounding Jazz at Lincoln Center under the direction of Wynton Marsalis. Louis Armstrong,
Anthony Braxton, Marion Brown, Duke Ellington, W.C. Handy, Yusef Lateef, Abbey Lincoln, Charles
Mingus, Archie Shepp, Wadada Leo Smith, Mary Lou Williams, and Reggie Workman also feature
prominently in this book. The wealth of information Porter uncovers shows how these musicians have
expressed themselves in print; actively shaped the institutional structures through which the music is created,
distributed, and consumed, and how they aligned themselves with other artists and activists, and how they
were influenced by forces of class and gender.

What Is This Thing Called Jazz? challenges interpretive orthodoxies by showing how much black jazz
musicians have struggled against both the racism of the dominant culture and the prescriptive definitions of
racial authenticity propagated by the music's supporters, both white and black.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Bussey:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication What Is This Thing Called Jazz?:
African American Musicians as Artists, Critics, and Activists (Music of the African Diaspora) will make you
to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought
like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Doug Herring:

What Is This Thing Called Jazz?: African American Musicians as Artists, Critics, and Activists (Music of the
African Diaspora) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
to set every word into joy arrangement in writing What Is This Thing Called Jazz?: African American
Musicians as Artists, Critics, and Activists (Music of the African Diaspora) however doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered
one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Jesus Thresher:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find reserve that need more time to be read. What Is This Thing Called Jazz?: African American Musicians
as Artists, Critics, and Activists (Music of the African Diaspora) can be your answer mainly because it can
be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Karen Morris:

Beside this kind of What Is This Thing Called Jazz?: African American Musicians as Artists, Critics, and
Activists (Music of the African Diaspora) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have What Is This
Thing Called Jazz?: African American Musicians as Artists, Critics, and Activists (Music of the African
Diaspora) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but
you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still



want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from currently!
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