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Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia once remarked that the theory of an evolving, "living" Constitution
effectively "rendered the Constitution useless." He wanted a "dead Constitution," he joked, arguing it must
be interpreted as the framers originally understood it.

In The Living Constitution, leading constitutional scholar David Strauss forcefully argues against the claims
of Scalia, Clarence Thomas, Robert Bork, and other "originalists," explaining in clear, jargon-free English
how the Constitution can sensibly evolve, without falling into the anything-goes flexibility caricatured by
opponents. The living Constitution is not an out-of-touch liberal theory, Strauss further shows, but a
mainstream tradition of American jurisprudence--a common-law approach to the Constitution, rooted in the
written document but also based on precedent. Each generation has contributed precedents that guide and
confine judicial rulings, yet allow us to meet the demands of today, not force us to follow the commands of
the long-dead Founders. Strauss explores how judicial decisions adapted the Constitution's text (and
contradicted original intent) to produce some of our most profound accomplishments: the end of racial
segregation, the expansion of women's rights, and the freedom of speech. By contrast, originalism suffers
from fatal flaws: the impossibility of truly divining original intent, the difficulty of adapting eighteenth-
century understandings to the modern world, and the pointlessness of chaining ourselves to decisions made
centuries ago.

David Strauss is one of our leading authorities on Constitutional law--one with practical knowledge as well,
having served as Assistant Solicitor General of the United States and argued eighteen cases before the United
States Supreme Court. Now he offers a profound new understanding of how the Constitution can remain vital
to life in the twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Richards:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer could be The Living Constitution (INALIENABLE RIGHTS) why because the
excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this
book.

Clarine Davidson:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is The Living Constitution (INALIENABLE RIGHTS) this book consist a lot
of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Debra Durso:

Beside this particular The Living Constitution (INALIENABLE RIGHTS) in your phone, it can give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is
fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have The Living Constitution (INALIENABLE RIGHTS) because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book
in addition to read it from today!

Roxie Gregory:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The Living Constitution
(INALIENABLE RIGHTS) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and go
through it. Beside that the e-book The Living Constitution (INALIENABLE RIGHTS) can to be your new



friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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