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Men and women in early modern England lived their lives within a social and gender framework inherited
from biblical times. Patriarchy-the social and cultural dominance of the male-has long been a fundamental
feature of western civilization yet has only recently begun to be systematically investigated by historians.
This book is the first attempt to provide a rounded portrait of its workings over a long stretch of the English
past. Anthony Fletcher's account draws from a vast range of sources-literary, medical, religious, and
historical-to investigate the mechanisms through which men and women interpreted and understood their
social worlds. He explores the early modern view of the body, of sexual desire and appetites, and of gender
difference. He looks at the nature of marital relationships and shows how subordination was implemented
and consolidated through church, school, home, and community. And in a text that is poignant, humane, and
beautifully written, he exposes patriarchy's tragic consequences: smothered opportunity, crushed sexuality,
and a pall across many women's lives. Yet, over these three centuries, the conventional foundations of male
superiority came under acute pressure. Fletcher reveals the depth of male anxiety in the face of women's
volatility, verbal assertiveness, and alleged vibrant sexuality, and he shows how the gender system began to
be transformed as men sought to detach it from its biblical foundations and inculcate gender identities on
something like their modern ideological basis. This revolution in the entire premise upon which gender was
grounded is fundamental to an understanding of the structure of English society today.
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From reader reviews:

William Rice:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above.
Every person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Gender,
Sex, and Subordination in England, 1500-1800. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look
for the internet sources or other social media.

Eunice Randle:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One
of them is this Gender, Sex, and Subordination in England, 1500-1800.

Debra Shortt:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Gender, Sex, and Subordination
in England, 1500-1800 which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Richard Oneal:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Gender, Sex, and Subordination in England, 1500-
1800 can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Gender, Sex, and
Subordination in England, 1500-1800.
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