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Forensic mental health assessments in death penalty cases are on the rise due in part to the continuing growth
of forensic psychology and psychiatry as professions, combined with several recent U.S. Supreme Court
decisions. Forensic mental health professionals are now conducting assessments at every stage of death
penalty proceedings, ranging from pre-trial evaluations to determine eligibility for the death penalty to
evaluations conducted post-sentencing and closer to the date of execution. Y et there are surprisingly few
comprehensive resources available for students interested in death penalty assessments, clinicians who
conduct those assessments, and attorneys who work with forensic mental health professionals.

Forensic Mental Health Assessments in Death Penalty Casesfills this gap in the literature, providing an
essential road map to the field for students and practitioners. Well-written and comprehensive, this book
integrates the most up-to-date research with best practice recommendations, yielding a solid foundation of
information related to capital punishment, death penalty litigation, and the role of forensic mental health
professionalsin death penalty cases. Vivid descriptions of influential court cases, a discussion of ethical
considerations, guidance on conducting various types of forensic mental health assessments, and sample
forensic reportsillustrating best practices make up thisimportant work. Current case law is covered in detail,
alongside an important discussion of what remains unknown and directions for future research. Thisbook is
essential reading for students and professionals in the fields of mental health, criminal justice, and law, as
well asfor forensic practitioners who may not be familiar with the specia requirements of death penalty
cases. It isalso an important resource for attorneys who work with forensic mental health professionals.

"Dr. DeMatteo and his colleagues address a range of forensic mental health assessments, all related to death
penalty litigation. They thoroughly consider up-to-date key legal cases, ethical issues, and methodol ogy
relevant to psychologists and psychiatrists working in this difficult area of practice. The inclusion of tables
describing mitigating and aggravating factors and definitions of mental retardation on a state-by-state basisis
an important feature of this book. This book is appropriate for graduate students, for 'seasoned’ forensic
mental health professionals, and for clinicians interested in devel oping expertise in evaluating a range of
capital cases."--Alan M. Goldstein, Ph.D., ABPP, Board Certified in Forensic Psychology and Professor
Emeritus, John Jay College of Criminal Justice

"In Forensic Mental Health Assessmentsin Death Penalty Cases, DeMatteo and colleagues have done a
superb job of distilling the domains important for mental health evaluations in capital contexts. Having
identified and described the issues surrounding Atkins, competence for execution, mitigation, and violence
risk assessment, they go on to frame these issues within the larger context of best practice in forensic
assessment. This book is scholarly, comprehensive, and practical-a combination that is certain to appeal to
all who are (or aspire to be) involved in the process of capital litigation."--Kirk Heilbrun, Ph.D., Drexel
University

"For better or worse, the United States continues to permit executions, and over thirty states house hundreds
of people on death row. Mental health professionals are amost always involved in these cases. If you are
such a professional, or alawyer contemplating using a mental health expert in a capital case, this book will
provide you with all the basic legal and clinical information you need. It isthe only book of its kind, and well
worth alook."



--Christopher Slobogin, Milton Underwood Professor of Law, Vanderbilt University Law Schaool

"This book isawonderful addition to the body of knowledge in capital case evaluations, presenting both
legal and mental health information in depth and in a nuanced, thoughtful manner. The chapters on Atkins-
type evaluations, mitigation evaluations, and the specifics of forensic assessments in capital cases are
excellent guides for evaluators. For mental health professionals and attorneys who work in death penalty
cases, thisbook is an indispensible resource."--Stanley L. Brodsky, Ph.D., The University of Alabama
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From reader reviews:
Kathleen Elder:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Forensic Mental Health Assessmentsin Death Penalty Cases.
Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the
book Forensic Mental Health Assessmentsin Death Penalty Cases. Y ou can add information and of course
you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open abook or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is
called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

lda Hamilton:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students since they are still students or theitem for all peoplein
the world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book Forensic Mental Health
Assessments in Death Penalty Cases. All type of book can you see on many sources. Y ou can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Lisa Shumaker:

Here thing why thiskind of Forensic Mental Health Assessmentsin Death Penalty Cases are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading abook is good however it depends in the content of it which isthe
content is as yummy as food or not. Forensic Mental Health Assessments in Death Penalty Cases giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that
similar with Forensic Mental Health Assessments in Death Penalty Cases. It gives you thrill reading journey,
its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. In
case you are having difficultiesin bringing the published book maybe the form of Forensic Mental Health
Assessments in Death Penalty Casesin e-book can be your alternate.

FrancesYork:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Forensic Mental Health Assessmentsin
Death Penalty Cases publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Forensic Mental
Health Assessmentsin Death Penalty Cases as good book but not only by the cover but also through the
content. Thisis one guide that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why



you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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