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If Civil War battlefields saw vast carnage, the Northern home-front was itself far from tranquil. Fierce
political debates set communities on edge, spurred secret plots against the Union, and triggered widespread
violence, such as the New York City draft riots. And at the heart of all this turmoil stood Northern anti-war
Democrats, nicknamed "Copperheads."
Now, Jennifer L. Weber offers the first full-length portrait of this powerful faction to appear in almost half a
century. Weber reveals how the Copperheads came perilously close to defeating Lincoln and ending the war
in the South's favor. Indeed, by the summer of 1864, they had grown so strong that Lincoln himself thought
his defeat was "exceedingly likely." Passionate defenders of civil liberties and states' rights--and often
virulent racists--the Copperheads deplored Lincoln's suspension of habeas corpus, his liberal interpretation of
the Constitution, and, most vehemently, his moves toward emancipation. Weber reveals how the battle over
these issues grew so heated, particularly in the Midwest, that Northerners feared their neighbors would
destroy their livestock, burn their homes, even kill them. Indeed, some Copperheads went so far as to
conspire with Confederate forces and plan armed insurrections, including an attempt to launch an uprising
during the Democratic convention in Chicago. Finally, Weber illuminates the role of Union soldiers, who,
furious at Copperhead attacks on the war effort, moved firmly behind Lincoln. The soldiers' support for the
embattled president kept him alive politically in his darkest times, and their victories on the battlefield
secured his re-election.
Disgraced after the war, the Copperheads melted into the shadows of history. Here, Jennifer L. Weber
illuminates their dramatic story. Packed with sharp observation and fresh interpretations, Copperheads is a
gripping account of the fierce dissent that Lincoln called "the fire in the rear."
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From reader reviews:

Fred Green:

Typically the book Copperheads: The Rise and Fall of Lincoln's Opponents in the North has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by
the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Brett Munoz:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Copperheads: The Rise and Fall of Lincoln's Opponents in the North your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
each word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never
get before. The Copperheads: The Rise and Fall of Lincoln's Opponents in the North giving you a different
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era.
So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Irene Allen:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
identified as of book Copperheads: The Rise and Fall of Lincoln's Opponents in the North. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and
make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one location to other place.

Emily Scott:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Copperheads: The Rise and Fall of Lincoln's Opponents in the North we can have
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book
Copperheads: The Rise and Fall of Lincoln's Opponents in the North. You can more inviting than now.
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