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Ethan Mordden has been hailed as "a sharp-eared listener and a discerning critic," by Opera News, which
compares his books to "dinner with a knowledgeable, garrulous companion." The "preeminent historian of
the American musical" (New York Times), he "brings boundless energy and enthusiasm buttressed by an
arsenal of smart anecdotes" (Wall Street Journal). Now Mordden offers an entirely fresh and infectiously
delightful history of American musical theatre.

Anything Goes stages a grand revue of the musical from the 1700s through to the present day, narrated in
Mordden's famously witty, scholarly, and conversational style. He places us in a bare rehearsal room as the
cast of Oklahoma! changes history by psychoanalyzing the plot in the greatest of the musical's many Dream
Ballets. And he gives us tickets for orchestra seats on opening night-raising the curtain on the pleasures of
Victor Herbert's The Red Mill and the thrill of Porgy and Bess. Mordden examines the music, of course, but
also more neglected elements. Dance was once considered as crucial as song; he follows it from the
nineteenth century's zany hoofing to tap "combinations" of the 1920s, from the injection of ballet and
modern dance in the 1930s and '40s to the innovations of Bob Fosse. He also explores the changing structure
of musical comedy and operetta, and the evolution of the role of the star. Fred Stone, the avuncular
Scarecrow in the Wizard of Oz, seldom varied his acting from part to part; but the versatile Ethel Merman
turned the headlining role inside out in Gypsy, playing a character who was selfish, fierce, and destructive.

From "ballad opera" to burlesque, from Fiddler on the Roof to Rent, the history and lore of the musical
unfolds here in a performance worthy of a standing ovation.
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From reader reviews:

Laura Wilson:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Anything Goes: A History of American Musical Theatre book is readable through you
who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with
Anything Goes: A History of American Musical Theatre content conveys the thought easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by
means of it. So , do you even now thinking Anything Goes: A History of American Musical Theatre is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

James Marcotte:

Anything Goes: A History of American Musical Theatre can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Anything
Goes: A History of American Musical Theatre nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader
the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information could drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Jeffery Chavis:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Anything Goes: A History of American Musical Theatre provide you with a new experience in studying a
book.

Lillie Stein:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From the
book Anything Goes: A History of American Musical Theatre we can get more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable
with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book Anything Goes: A History of American
Musical Theatre. You can more inviting than now.
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