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Since the discovery that each particular antibody in the blood tends to react primarily with one specific
antigen among the hundreds that can be introduced into the system, great strides have been made toward the
elimination of disease through immunization. The late Dr. Karl Landsteiner, winner of the Nobel Price in
1930 for the discovery of human blood groups, devoted his life to fundamental research and played a guiding
role in the development of several important branches of immunology. This authoritative study is an account
of the experiments he and his colleagues carried out on antigens and serological reactions with simple
compounds.
Beginning with a general discussion of the phenomena of serological specificity, with the emphasis chiefly
on the chemical aspects of those reactions that involve immunization, Dr. Landsteiner goes on to cover the
topics of natural antigens and antibodies, artificial conjugated antigens, and the reactivity of simple chemical
compounds, the chemistry of specific non-protein cell substances, and the developments in our knowledge of
serological reactions from a physico-chemical approach. Included in the discussion are his original and
fundamental studies in hypersensitivity to chemical allergens and his work with "haptens," on which modern
immunochemistry has leaned very heavily. The final chapter, written by Dr. Linus Pauling, carefully
presents the principles of molecular structure and intermolecular forces.
An extremely valuable feature of this book is the massive bibliography compiled by the author — over 2,100
items are listed at the chapter ends. A further aid to study and research is the definitive bibliography of Dr.
Landsteiner's own writings, new to this edition, and reprinted through the courtesy of the Journal of
Immunology.
The beginner and advanced student alike will find nowhere else the breadth of coverage given here to basic
concepts of immunology. Comprehensive enough for the use of the worker in the field, the book also
provides, primarily in an introductory section, explanations and definitions of elementary terminology,
concepts, and phenomena of serology for those unacquainted with the subject.
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From reader reviews:

Clifford Ranger:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book The Specificity of Serological Reactions (Dover
Books on Biology) had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication The Specificity of Serological
Reactions (Dover Books on Biology) is not only giving you far more new information but also for being
your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship together with the book The Specificity of Serological Reactions (Dover Books on Biology). You
never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Laurence Asher:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is
this The Specificity of Serological Reactions (Dover Books on Biology).

Brittany Schafer:

The particular book The Specificity of Serological Reactions (Dover Books on Biology) has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Jennifer Evans:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The Specificity of Serological Reactions (Dover
Books on Biology) to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when
you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about
book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and study it.
Beside that the publication The Specificity of Serological Reactions (Dover Books on Biology) can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the
time.
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