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Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 2,3, University of
Bamberg (Professur für Amerikanistik), course: American Historiographic Metafiction, 10 entries in the
bibliography, language: English, abstract: The representation of history depends mainly on the perspective,
attitude and
cultural background of the beholder; which at the same time marks the major flaw of
historiography. One topic or event will never be identically described by two historians,
even if they are given the very same materials and sources to work with. As a consequence,
historiography can only try to create an image, as true and original as possible, but is never
able to depict everything that happened as it actually was in its full scope. So there were
and always will be fictional elements and interpretations in the reports and writings about
past events.
This assumption leads us to historiographic metafiction, a style of writing that
emerged during the postmodern era. If there is fiction in scholarly historiography, where is
the difference between that and a novel that deals with history? This term paper will try to
give an answer to that question and examine features and characteristics of historiographic
metafiction, which eventually will be applied to Kurt Vonnegut’s Slaughterhouse-Five. In
postmodern literature and, of course, especially in historiographic metafiction, authors
tried to find new ways of telling stories and particularly representing history. I will take a
closer look at the narrative frame and especially the concept of time Vonnegut used in the
novel. But how is history represented in Slaughterhouse-Five? This will be the second part
of the analysis that will attempt to find answers why Vonnegut wrote the novel the way he
did. The third part will deal with intertextual elements in the novel. All citations from the
novel and the pages indicated in brackets are taken from the edition cited below.
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From reader reviews:

Claude Gonzalez:

The actual book Kurt Vonnegut's "Slaughterhouse-Five" as Historiographic Metafiction will bring someone
to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try
to find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Kurt Vonnegut's
"Slaughterhouse-Five" as Historiographic Metafiction is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Shea Cross:

The reserve with title Kurt Vonnegut's "Slaughterhouse-Five" as Historiographic Metafiction posesses a lot
of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Paula Daniels:

You can spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Kurt Vonnegut's "Slaughterhouse-Five"
as Historiographic Metafiction is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Francis Gibbs:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Kurt Vonnegut's "Slaughterhouse-Five" as Historiographic Metafiction can make
you truly feel more interested to read.
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